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It is 4:45 on a Wednesday afternoon 
at Redeemer University College and 
the lobby is filled with eager students 
ready to eat their weekly communal 
meal. For some students, communal is 
one of the weekly highlights; a chance 
to eat among friends, over a good meal. 
For other’s, whether valid or not they 
choose not to come to communal for 
various reasons. Yet others find them-
selves somewhere in the middle, still 
sorting through their own thoughts on 
communal.

At the end of last year, the Dining 
Committee conducted an extensive 
food services survey.  The survey 
asked students to rate their satisfac-
tion level in different areas of food 
services including communal meal 
and the student meal plan, Refresh, 
Williams Fresh Cafe and The Market.  

Students were asked to rate areas such 
as variety, value vs price paid, speed of 
service, quality of ingredients, friend-
liness of staff, cleanliness etc. The re-
sults of the survey in response to the 
communal meal showed the three 
biggest concerns for students regard-
ing communal were price, variety, and 
quality of ingredients. 

After meeting with Doreen Grin-
ghuis, Director of Campus Services, 
responsible for overseeing Food Ser-
vices at Redeemer and with Maggie 
Bullata, Director of Food Services at 
Redeemer, (employed by Sodexo) it 
is clear they are doing their best to 
alleviate any concerns about commu-
nal. “Campus Services is dedicated to 
ensuring that student’s experience at 
communal is a positive one. In light 
of this we will continue to work with 
Food Services to ensure that students 
receive value, variety, and that the 
atmosphere at each communal is wel-

coming,” said Gringhuis.
Gringhuis, Bullata and their team 

have already addressed several con-
cerns raised by the survey. They have 
added a third service line meaning 75 
extra students can get through in the 
same amount of time. They have also 
dropped the dreaded pork chops from 
the menu and are looking at adding 
other alternatives including a pasta 
bar. Vegan options were available in 
previous years but they have also add-
ed a gluten free option. As for the des-
sert portion of communal they hope to 
implement a few more build your own 
options including the caramel apples 
already enjoyed at the thanksgiving 
communal as well as an ice cream sun-
dae bar in the near future.

The changes are not going unno-
ticed. 2nd year student Erin Booy had 
this to say. “I’ve been more impressed 
with communal this year than last. 
Communal has been great.” 1st year 
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Patricia Verbeek has also been im-
pressed. “ There is always lots of food 
options and I always come away full!” 
The recent thanksgiving communal 
was met with rave reviews with many 
students saying  it was the best com-
munal they have had since coming to 
Redeemer.

Varsity athletes have expressed con-
cerns with practice times and commu-
nal. Unfortunately for varsity athletes 
take-out dishes will not be added to 
the communal experience so they will 
have to continue juggling their sched-
ule. This is no different than most 
other universities in Canada. Almost 
every university in Canada has the 
same policy: No food leaves the dining 
hall when purchased on the school’s 
meal plan ”

It is no secret that students in the 
past have talked negatively about their 
communal meal experience. Some 
have complained about price, oth-
ers over quality, and some just com-
plain. 2nd year student and previous 
food services employee Natalya Berg 
thinks the bad reputation is exagger-
ated. “There are obviously concerns 
with communal, but the extent of the 
complaints are overboard and unnec-
essary,” said Berg. “The students are 
taking advantage of the service they 
are being provided with.”

Some students say it is the food 
waste they are most concerned about. 
What actually happens to the left 
overs? Berg had this to say, “obviously 
food is thrown out sometimes, how-
ever it is due to the strict government 
food regulations and has nothing to do 
with Redeemer or Sodexo. We follow 
the same regulations as any other food 
establishment in Ontario, unfortu-
nately this means that yes, some food 
is wasted.”

Although students have been more 
impressed with communal this year 
price seems to be a sticking point. 
Many people think $13 is too steep of 
a price. Second year Kim Stewart is 
one of those people. “I really like the 
community aspect of communal but 
the price seems a little high. $13 is too 
much.” After speaking with quite a few 
students, many re-itterated those sen-
timents. “Communal gets quite pricey 
after a while but I go for the experi-
ence – the experience of friends shar-
ing a meal together,” said commuter 
Anthony Ramuscak. After comparing 
communal with other food options in 
the area it appears communals price 
isn’t too far out of the norm, in fact, it 
is cheaper than most equivalent food 
options in the area (see table below).

Just over 200 students responded 
to the survey conducted late last year 
so these changes are due to the 25% 
who responded to the survey. Campus 
services hopes to conduct another sur-
vey in early 2013 to see if the changes 
have been working. On top of an ad-
ditional survey Gringhuis offers stu-
dents other ways to give feedback. “In 
the near future Campus Services work-
ing together with Student Senate will 
be conducting focus groups in which 
students can address concerns or offer 
feedback regarding communal”

While there will be legitimate con-
cerns over communal, it seems the 
bulk of the complaining is uniformed. 
For now, students should simply sit 
back, and eat up!

 All Photos by ben reid

Continued from page 1

Kelsey’s
7 Layer Dip  12.79*
Basic Sirloin Burger  14.07*+

Montanas
Double Dusted Chicken Wings  13.55*
Ceaser Salad without chicken 11.89* +
Chicken Strips  16.62*

Jack Astors
Grilled Chicken Quesedilla  14.50*
Chicken Parmesagn 20.42*

Mandarin Chineese Buffet - 22.59 **

Faloneys Steak and Smoke House
Pulled Pork Sand-which 15.30*
Mcdonalds

Big Mac – 8.12**

Pizza Pizza
12’ medium pepperoni pizza  11.28**

* Tax and Tip included
+ Lowest cost of a main dish
** Tax included

How does communal stack up 
against competition?

Communal by 
the numbers

125 - The amount in pounds of 
potatoes used for the thanksgiving 
communal meal

60 - The number of loaves of 
bread used to make the stuffing 

390 - The amount in pounds 
of turkey served at thanksgiving 
communal
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Cardus Launch Survey: 
What is the real value 
behind Christian 
education?

On September 26th, 2012, Re-
deemer University College hosted the 
Cardus Education Survey: a measure-
ment of the value of Christian educa-
tion when compared with other non-
governmental schools.

The survey began in 2006, conduct-
ed in the United States and Canada, 
with interviews of 200 Canadian and 
American principals and 2,000 Cana-
dian secondary school alumni between 
the ages of 23 to 39. The survey estab-
lished that their education goals are to 
be Christian (personally and shared), 
credible (of top research), and pub-
lic (engaging in public conversation). 
The results were characterized into 
five types of people: Debbie (Home 
School Religious), Edward (Indepen-
dent Non-Religious), Rachel (Chris-
tian), Samantha (Public Catholic), and 
Jonathan (Independent Catholic).

Ray Pennings, researcher and 
speaker, said, “Measurement is a good 
thing, even when the results aren’t 
everything we would wish for.” With 
this in mind, the discoveries of the 
survey should be reviewed as an edu-
cational tool for areas where Christian 
education can improve, as well as an 
encouragement in areas where it has 
succeeded.

On a spiritual basis, Christian 
school alumni seemed to demon-
strate more of an active spiritual life 
than their peers. Christian and home-
schooled students were the only two to 
say that God is a personal being and to 
be frequently involved in their church 
and tithing.

In the model of the above-listed 
characters, Debbie was the least likely 
to eat meals as a family, most likely 
to find conflict with science, and the 
best connected with her community. 
Edward is likely to volunteer the most, 
Rachel the most likely to volunteer 
with youth, and Jonathan is most like-
ly to be involved in sports.

Academically, Christian and home-
schooled students are the least likely 
to pursue education beyond high 
school. However, Christian students 

who choose to advance in academics 
are more likely to get their masters, 
and home-schooled students are more 
likely to get their PhD. In addition, 
Christian schools were academically 
the weakest.

Alarmingly, Christian school alumni 
claimed to be concerned with the envi-
ronment above all other interviewees, 
yet there was very little action behind 
their words to improve the environ-
mental situation.

According to the Education Act of 
Ontario, “the purpose of education is 
to provide students with the opportu-
nity to realize their potential and de-

velop into highly skilled, knowledge-
able, caring citizens who contribute to 
society.” Students and parents must 
consider what skill, knowledge, and 
care means to them when attending 
or endorsing whichever type of educa-
tion they use.

Pennings concluded the survey 
by stating, “If Christian education is 
worth doing it’s worth measuring, if 
worth measuring, it’s worth improv-
ing.”

For a free data pack and full report 
visit: www.carduseducationsurvey.
com

becky connell
Crown Reporter

What is senate 
up to?

This year looks like it’s going to be 
a year of change for Senate. We have a 
fairly young group of students, which 
will hopefully provide continuity for 
future years. These students are vi-
brant, well-known within the student 
body, and very dedicated and eager 
to meet students’ needs. Our group 
is overflowing with ideas to make as-
pects of Redeemer more effective and 
exciting for students. Most of all, I can 
see a real desire to serve God in all of 
Senate, and having God as the founda-
tion and head of our organization will 
absolutely make us a force for positive 
development at Redeemer.

So, what are we doing this year to be 
more effective? First, we are trying to 
be transparent to students. Our meet-
ings are open for anyone to attend and, 
as always, we post our minutes on the 
Senate bulletin board so you can see 
what we are doing on a weekly basis. 
I know that in the past students have 
often asked questions and made com-
ments but never heard anything back. 
This is not because we don’t discuss 
your questions or concerns; rather, we 
haven’t been 100% effective in com-
municating the answers to you, and 
for that I apologize. This year, we will 
be diligently working to not only dis-
cuss student concerns at meetings and 
post the answers in the minutes, but 
also to more effectively communicate 
the answers so that students hear the 
results, through personal and student-
wide emails and panels.

Second, we are bringing back pray-
ing before Senate meetings. At 9:45pm 
every Tuesday outside room 218 we 
get together to pray for our meeting, 
student concerns, and for wisdom. 
Students are most welcome to send 
requests by email to sasc.senate@re-
deemer.ca and to attend this time of 
prayer. We hope that by starting our 
meetings off on the right foot with a 
focus on God, we will make better de-
cisions and strengthen our group.

We are also really encouraging 

clubs to use their budgets to have 
more events, and to advertise to gain 
new members.

You may also have heard about 
some exciting changes coming to the 
Rec Center. We are behind these, and 
can’t wait to share what we are plan-
ning with you!

Finally, we are corresponding more 
with students. You may have noticed 
weekly emails from me, letting you 
know what Senate is doing (and ulti-
mately where some of those student 
fees go!). We are also using our Fa-
cebook page (search: Redeemer Uni-
versity College Student Senate) and 
creating events. Also, stay tuned next 
month for an update to our webspace, 
www.redeemer.ca/senate, which will 
include our updated information for 
this year’s positions as well as a sec-
tion for information on all of our clubs, 
what they do, and whom to contact to 
get involved.

Each year, Senate has struggled to 
remain relevant to students as overall 
interest declines and apathy reigns. 
We hope these changes will help you 
connect with us more easily and that 
we will remain relevant to you. We 
need your participation to make Stu-
dent Senate as effective as it can be. 
You get what you pay for. We work for 
you so we need to know what’s on your 
mind. As always, we encourage stu-
dents to bring suggestions, questions, 
or concerns to us directly, or by email 
to senate@redeemer.ca. Let us know 
what we can do to serve you better, or 
what we are doing well so we can keep 
it up! We look forward to serving you 
this year and helping to keep Redeem-
er a great place.

Danica Thomsen

 photo by jenna bos
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Jane Haanstra is the first face seen 
at Redeemer by newcomers, students, 
staff and faculty alike. She serves as an 
outstanding employee and friend to 
many, with the ability to make all who 
come her way feel welcome and loved.

Jane is Redeemer’s office manager 
and is the smiling face behind the desk 
which people cannot help but notice 
as they first enter Redeemer. Her job 
encompasses a range of assistance 
in the fields of career opportunities, 
expertise and reference requests, job 
inquiries, business deals, etc. How-
ever, Jane is being recognized as Re-

deemer’s Unsung Hero because she 
goes well beyond this description. She 
is an integral part of Redeemer, mys-
teriously knowing student’s birthdays 
and making all who come her way feel 
valuable.

Sandi Buwalda, Jane’s supervisor, 
said, “Jane is the welcoming face in 
the Main Office reception area, greet-
ing everyone who comes into the office 
(both internal and external visitors) 
with a warm smile, making each per-
son feel their needs are important to 
Redeemer.”

Student worker, Nicole Hansma, 
had plenty to say: “She is always 
dressed to the nines just to serve us 
humble Redeemer students and other 
visitors to Redeemer and probably 
knows more about the students and 
staff at Redeemer than anyone else.” 
On her character, Hansma said, “[She] 
never has a bad word to say about any-
one and is extremely dedicated to her 
job - even when she almost lost her 
voice this summer due to a bad cold, 
you could still find her sitting at her 
desk and cheerfully answering the 
phone.” Perhaps most importantly, 
“she knows how to judge (and make) 
a good cup of coffee” and “is a second 
mother to students away from home.”

Thank you for all the joy that you 
bring to Redeemer Jane!

Unsung Heros 
of Redeemer 

This Month: Jane Haanstra

I am a twenty-some-
thing surrounded by 
twenty-somethings

Student Senate: Who 
We are and What We 
Do

Student Senate, for those who don’t 
know, is the student government body 
here at Redeemer. We act as a liaison 
between students and administra-
tion, and our vision is to glorify God 
through all of our actions, seeking to 
advance His kingdom and to promote 
a spirit of service within the student 
body. Because this is a very broad 
scope, we narrow it down into thirteen 
positions filled by dedicated students.

We have a President, who chairs 
our meetings, provides direction, 
and regularly meets with administra-
tion. We have three vice presidents: 
Finance (Nathan Verbaan), who 
handles the budgets for clubs and 
advises on financial issues; Student 
Affairs (Hannah Giles), who brings 
student concerns to Senate, assists 
the President, and organizes panels; 
and Communications (myself, Danica 
Thomsen), who handles all correspon-
dence through senate@redeemer.ca, 
puts announcements in the Timeout, 
sends out weekly emails, and manages 
the Senate Facebook Page. We also 
have our first year senators who each 
serve as an assistant to one of the vice 
presidents and sit on either the SASC 
or Activities Committees: Anna Marie 
Benjamins (Finance), John Handal 
(Student Affairs), and Justine Ruddle 
(Communications).

We have two committee chairs: our 
Spiritual Activities and Services Com-
mittee (SASC) Chair (Holly Czepek), 
who runs events such as 24/7 Prayer 

Week, Hotspot, and Fall and Winter 
Retreat; and our Activities Chair (Jac-
queline Slater) who puts on events 
such as Coffeehouse, Harvest Hoe-
down, and Banquet.

We also have four General Senators: 
our Information Officer (David Fed-
dema), who maintains our bulletin 
board and takes meeting minutes; 
the Mature, International, and Com-
muter (MIC) Representative (John 
Schuurman), who puts on events such 
as Commuter Cafe and international 
student outings; the Senate Clubs Co-
ordinator (Erin Booy), who oversees 
the Crown, Minstrel, Anno Domini, 
and Rec Center and hires people to 
fill their positions; and our Student 
Clubs Coordinator, who oversees all 
of the other clubs on campus and puts 
together the Club Showcase at the be-
ginning of the year.

A lot of what Senate does can be 
summed up as running events, han-
dling club budgets and the busing sys-
tem, and bringing student concerns 
to administration. We strive to make 
godly decisions, using the money you 
give us through student fees in a stew-
ardly manner that benefits you!

I am a twenty-something surround-
ed by twenty-somethings. My school is 
made up of my peers; my church is, es-
sentially, entirely within my own gen-
eration; even my part-time job seems 
to be out of a scene from a college mov-
ie, where everyone in the cast appears 
to be not only beautiful but also inevi-
tably within the same age bracket. And 
as much as this has its advantages and 
I love the communities that I’m a part 
of, there is an undeniable disparity I 
feel in this fairly homogenized world 
of youth. By limiting ourselves to re-
lationships that are mainly within our 
own peer group, are we missing some-
thing important? Harry Van Belle, 
retired Psychology professor, counsel-
lor, and writer, believes that we are, 
and he explores exactly what that may 
mean in his latest book “Intergenera-
tion Lost and Found: Why suits and 
skirts don’t talk with jeans, why they 
should, and how they can.”

Professor Van Belle is at once easy 
to talk to and eager to discuss his ideas 
on intergenerational relationships. He 
jumps quickly into a topic he is clearly 
passionate about, explaining that he 
has realized through several mentor-
ing relationships just how different 

young people are from him—both as 
he is now and as he was at their age. 
This, he explains, creates a disconnect 
that is frightening and, frankly, causes 
many people of his generation to cast 
something of a negative view on young 
people. This disconnect between gen-
erations appears to be getting bigger 
as youth are faced with more freedom 
and more ways of looking at the world 
than ever before. To respect and ap-
preciate what is different about those 
within an age group different from 
your own, “you have to embrace the 
otherness of others,” he explains. 
He believes the mentor and reverse-
mentor relationship is vital for both 
involved—that both the older and the 
younger have a great deal to learn 
about the other. The key is to not try 
to change one another and to be open 
to what we might learn.

I asked him what this might look 
like in a church community. Specifi-
cally, why it matters for different gen-
erations to be in relationship with one 
another and practical ways for this to 
happen. His first piece of advice is for 
young people to find a mentor—and 
not just anyone that seems far enough 
away from you in age can do the job. 
Find someone who interests you, who 
shares similar passions. Not only will 
it make for better conversation, it 

also allows opportunity for growth in 
multiple areas of your life, including 
those areas that you are particularly 
passionate about. He spoke of the 
role of youth and emerging adults in 
the church: “Young people tend to be 
absent from church on Sunday. I re-
gret that not for them, but for us too. 
Church without young people fossil-
izes, becomes stale.” Van Belle urges 
young people to find ways to be in-
volved in their church communities, 
particularly by seeking out opportu-
nities for leadership. Church doesn’t 
need to be one generation leading an-
other. Rather, a collaborative effort of 
young and old that uses the gifts of the 
community as a whole seems to look a 
lot more like the Kingdom.

Professor Van Belle’s thoughtful 
and well-researched book explores 
these topics and more with a great deal 
of insight and clarity. It is available for 
purchase at the Redeemer Bookstore.

julia soderholm
Crown Reporter

If you know of an unsung Redeemer Hero, 
nomiate them at thecrown@redeemer.ca

p-rofl-says
“With great power comes great responsibility 
- Spiderman 3:16” - professor Barkman

“You can’t procreate by yourself; you’ve got 
all these resources! Get busy!” Dr. Juilfs

“I’m not anti-bald or anything.” Dr. Faber

“When a plague broke out, the theatre was 
the first place to close down. Because when 
there’s a plague you don’t go to where 
there’s a lot of people. Except church. Be-
cause there’s no plague in church. And you 
have to go to church because you have to be 
prepared to die. Because as soon as you leave 
church, you’re going to die of the plague.” Dr. 
Faber

“I was born in the states and we were taught 
that we never lost a war. Then I came to 
Canada and found out the War of 1812 wasn’t 
actually a draw; you guys burned the White 
House!” Dr. Payton

“I’m not Dutch; my wife is Dutch. I’m reformed; 
that’s better.” Dr. Payton

“He was from a very strict church. I won’t 
give any details because I don’t want to give 
Baptists a hard time.” Dr. Payton

“I can’t say the conjugated word for the 
phrase ‘piano player’ without laughing”.
-professor Barkman

In the context of discussing sex within mar-
riage and how men and women strive for dif-
ferent things such as emotional intimacy and 
physical intimacy. “Men are life microwaves 
and women are like slow cookers.” Dr. Haas

In reply to a comment that no one argues 
that it is wrong to help the poor
“Except, perhaps, Mitt Romney” Dr. Ben Dunson

Danica Thomsen
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Bennett’s - 
Support Your 
Local Planet

On a recent morning, while biking 
down Garner for an early class, I was 
hit suddenly with the warm smell of 
cinnamon and fresh baking wafting 
through the air. It took me a second to 
register what I was smelling, but then 
I realized I had just passed Bennett’s 
Apples, the family-owned market and 
bakery less than a kilometre down the 
road from Redeemer.

Bennett’s is easy to take for granted, 
or even to pass by as we fly past it on 
the bus, in our cars, or on our bikes 
on the way to school. Yet, I promise, 
it is worth the five-minute walk from 
campus. A small but bustling market 
featuring fresh produce, homemade 
bakery items and, of course, apples 
from its own extensive orchards, Ben-
nett’s supports local farmers and of-
fers its patrons fresh, wholesome food. 
It is a refreshing and easily accessible 
alternative to a supermarket, and you 
can be certain you are supporting not 
only local farmers, but also a local 
business.

So why is it so important to buy lo-
cal food, anyway? Isn’t it just another 
fad for hipsters and foodies to adopt, 
some “save the world” mantra that 
will die away as surely as hot yoga and 
Livestrong bracelets? Fortunately, it’s 
not just a fad—it’s an important and 
necessary lifestyle change that is sur-
prisingly feasible because of places 
like Bennett’s.

For one thing, local food is more 
flavourful. Because buying local also 
means buying food when it’s in sea-
son, fresh produce is at its most de-
licious. Strawberry rhubarb pie is a 
dessert that’s meant for the summer! 
Apples from the orchard in September 
are juicier and crisper than any apple 
packaged up and flown across a bor-
der. If flavour matters to you, eating 
locally and in season is the only way 

to go.
But it’s about much more than just 

flavour; eating locally is a practical 
way to reduce our “food miles” and, 
thereby, our ecological footprint. Pro-
duce, meat, and other goods shipped 
from overseas or the States use a tre-
mendous amount of fossil fuels. Is 
eating a strawberry in January really 
worth the amount of pollution it took 
to get it here? Is there not something 
valuable in letting everything have 
its season, in waiting until July to eat 
those berries from our own soil? As 
much as I appreciate a great avocado 
or a juicy navel orange, eating those 
fruits at certain times of the year sim-
ply doesn’t align with the responsi-
bility we have to treat the earth with 
care. Eating locally allows you to make 
food choices that are responsible and 
informed.

Local food also supports fam-
ily farms and businesses in the area, 
which strengthens our local economy. 
In fact, Bennett’s has been operat-
ing for over 100 years because of its 
dedicated patrons. If you’re invested 
in Hamilton, supporting small busi-
nesses like this one is a way of sup-
porting the city you love. It’s also a 
way of widening your community and 
adding value to what you consume. By 
meeting the people who are growing, 
baking, and selling your food, you can 
put a face and a name behind what you 
eat.

A supermarket full of food shipped 
in from around the world will not 
be able to guarantee you that your 
fruits and vegetables are free of her-
bicides and pesticides. It cannot offer 
you homemade products or intimate 
knowledge of each variety of apple 
that can only be gained from grow-
ing and harvesting them personally. 
Shopping at Bennett’s may not save 
the world, but it will certainly make a 
difference to your city, your environ-
ment, and your taste buds.

julia soderholm
Crown Reporter

Live in the City:
What’s On in Hamilton—October 2012

Copps Colliseum

Rascal Flatts, Little Big Town, and Eli Young Band. Friday, October 12, 2012. 7:00 PM

Marianas Trench. Saturday, October 13, 2012. 7:00 PM

Bruce Springsteen. Sunday, October 21, 2012. 8:00 PM

The Casbah

DOA Farewell Tour. Thursday, October 11, 2012. Casbah Lounge -- $20.00

The Pack A.D. & Topanga. Friday, October 12, 2012. Casbah Lounge -- $15.00

Cheap Girls & The Front Bottoms. Tuesday, October 16, 2012. Casbah -- $10.00

White Cowbell Oklahoma Halloween. Saturday, October 20, 2012. Casbah --$15.00

Ladyhawk. Wednesday, October 24, 2012. Casbah -- $10.00

Hey Ocean. Thursday, October 25, 2012. Casbah -- $15.00

Paper Lions (Prince Edward Island). Sunday, October 28, 2012. Casbah -- $10.00

Grapes of Wrath Greatest Hits Tour. Monday, October 29, 2012 Casbah --$20.00

Hamilton Place

Basia Bulat w/ the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra. Saturday, October 13, 2012. 7:30 PM

Joel Plaskett. Friday, October 19, 2012. 8:00 PM

Joe Avati. Saturday, October 27, 2012. 8:00 PM

Molson Canadian Studio at Hamilton Place

Bob Geldof. Thursday, October 11, 2012. 8:00 PM

Denzal Sinclaire. Friday, October 12, 2012. 8:00 PM

Dragonette. Saturday, October 13, 2012. 8:00 PM

The Wooden Sky. Thursday, October 18, 2012. 8:00 PM

Patrizio Buanne. Friday, October 19, 2012. 8:00 PM

The Strawbs. Saturday, October 20, 2012. 7:00 PM

The Beauties. Friday, October 26, 2012. 8:00 PM

Dan Hill. Saturday, October 27, 2012. 8:00 PM

Death From Above 1979. Sunday, October 28, 2012. 9:00 PM

 Photos by melissa west
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Trinity Western faculty contemplate 
unionization

LANGLEY (CUP) — Early last spring 
semester, a number of faculty mem-
bers at Trinity Western University 
(TWU) approached a member of the 
Christian Labour Association of Can-
ada (CLAC), informally talking about 
how they could make some changes 
within the TWU workplace.

*They began as a self-organized 
group, gathering information and 
slowly expanding, and at the end of 
August they sent out an email to all 
of their colleagues letting them know 
about their efforts.

This was the first time many of the 
faculty and administration had dis-
cussed the idea of unionizing and 
many students are still unfamiliar 
with it. We interviewed Professor My-
ron Penner and Provost Bob Wood — 
two representatives on this issue — to 
provide us with some more details.*

MARS HILL: Why does some of the 
faculty see a need for a union?

MYRON PENNER: Trinity has de-
veloped into a highly complex orga
nization, which is great, and yet the 
human resources infrastructure to 
support it hasn’t necessarily devel
oped at the same rate. It’s not any
one’s fault in particular; these things 
just require more attention. There are 
no axes to grind. It’s simply time for 
Trinity to take significant steps in fill
ing the gaps that still exist within its 
framework.

MH: What is administration’s posi-
tion on some of the faculty pursuing 
unionization?

BOB WOOD: Senior leadership would 
prefer not to have a unionized faculty 
at TWU. Trinity has been built on the 
strength of community and relation-
ships. We believe that there are alter-
native means by which the concerns of 
faculty can be addressed, and we are 
open to exploring those options with 
faculty.

MH: What are some of the benefits of 
potentially unionizing?

MP: Unionizing the faculty would im-
mediately put together a mechanism 
which would provide them with ac-
cess to a whole host of experts to help 
articulate the best practices found in 
other universities. It would allow us 
to change the relationship between 

faculty and administration in positive 
ways while still allowing us to main-
tain those relationships with admin-
istration that are already serving us 
well.

The most fundamental change would 
be that the key terms of our employ-
ment would be negotiated. Employ-
ees and employers would be required 
to bargain in good faith. And I think 
there’s already a lot of good faith be-
tween us, but at present we lack a clear 
mechanism for discussing employ-
ment issues.

MH: What are some of the challenges 
of unionization?

BW: It is difficult to determine pre
cisely what challenges might result 
from the faculty forming a union. One 
of the changes that we anticipate would 
be a change in the culture of the uni-

versity. Historically, we have enjoyed 
a very collegial working environment, 
with little differentiation between 
faculty and management. It would be 
unfortunate if this were diminished 
in any way. We would much prefer to 
conduct university business in direct 
relationship with faculty rather than 
through an external third party.

MH: What stage is the conversation 
currently at?

BW: We are in an early stage of the 
process. The faculty who are organiz
ing the unionization drive are, with 
the assistance of a third party, host
ing information sessions regarding 
unionization. Senior leadership has 
also held some information sessions 
for faculty. The tone of these meetings 
has been very respectful. We are not 
yet in a “negotiation” phase.

MP: What’s happening now is that the 
faculty are beginning to have conver-
sations about if we even want to have 
a vote to unionize. Each faculty mem-
ber has the opportunity to sign a card 
indicating their support for holding a 
vote. These cards must be re-signed 
every 90 days in order for them to re-
main valid. If 45 per cent of the pro
posed bargaining unit, determined 
by the Labour Board, signs cards 
indicating they’d like a vote, then the 
Labour Board conducts a vote within 
ten days.

MH: Anything else you’d like to let us 
know?

BW: Senior leadership at Trinity West-
ern University recognizes that the fac-
ulty has the legal right to choose to 
join a union, or to choose not to join a 
union. While senior leadership would 

not have chosen to find ourselves in 
this process, we are viewing it as an 
opportunity to listen to concerns and 
work with faculty to address those 
concerns. Throughout this process 
and in the years to come, the universi-
ty will remain committed to delivering 
the high quality academic experience 
that it is known for.

MP: There are currently 15 univer
sities in British Columbia, 11 of which 
have a faculty union. In many respects 
Trinity counts itself as part of these 11 
in terms of our scope and quality of 
education. But that by itself shouldn’t 
tell us if we should have a union. Trin
ity is unique in many respects and so 
the question is, “Is a union right for 
Trinity?”

Justin Poulsen
Mars’ Hill 

Trinity Western Univer-
sity

We want YOUR feedback!
Send us your questions and feedback on the paper to 

thecrown@redeemer.ca

Send news articles, opinion peices, cartoons, and photos to 
thecrown@redeemer.ca 
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Obama hoping to hold on for win

With a month left to go before 
the November 6 U.S. elections, Gal-
lup polls have Mitt Romney trailing 
Barack Obama among likely voters. 
While Romney enjoys an edge in the 
male, investor, and upper income de-
mographics, Obama has consistently 
enjoyed the support of women, young 
people, and lower income Americans 
and has led all polling by 7% until last 
week’s debates. His lead over Rom-
ney spiked last month after a video 
emerged showing Romney at a private 
fundraiser complaining to wealthy 
campaign donors that “47 percent of 
Americans pay no income tax” and 
that this meant his role was “not to 
worry about those people” because 
he’d “never convince them they should 
take personal responsibility and care 
for their lives.”

Romney,  the son of a state gover-
nor whose parents’ financial well-be-
ing and political connections allowed 
him to grow up attending elite private 

schools before getting a degree from 
Harvard, didn’t respond to an e-mail 
asking how he could consider himself 
to be in a position to lecture anybody 
about “taking personal responsibility.” 
This is likely a good move on Romney’s 
part, as answering the repeated ques-
tions about his privilege and perspec-
tives on economic opportunity would 
likely betray a lack of understanding 
of the problems average Americans 
deal with. However, the American 
public may already be attuned to the 
fact that a man who thinks “middle 
income” is $250,000 probably doesn’t 
understand their everyday concerns 
and struggles. Therefore it’s unsur-
prising that Romney’s “pull yourself 
up by your bootstraps” narrative, epit-
omized by his 47 percent speech and 
lack of any insight into the causes of 
things like structural poverty, is mak-
ing him unpopular with all the but the 
most privileged (white male) voters.

Mitt Romney, despite all his privi-
lege, did not get where he is with out 
at least some modicum of intelligence. 

Wisely, he has responded to the pub-
lic’s perception of him as a disconnect-
ed rich guy by using the recent debate 
to backpedal on his previously stated 
positions and stretch the truth in ways 
his own debate coach has expressed 
ethical reservations about. More no-
tably, he threatened to cut funding for 
PBS while mentioning that he himself 
did not hold any ill will towards Big 
Bird. Initially, mentioning a well-loved 
character like Big Bird in connection 
with hard choices in a time of auster-
ity does not seem like a wise move. 
The public’s sentimental attachment 
to Big Bird might not have hurt Rom-
ney had he not said anything about it 
but, in theory, directly threatening the 
character in the debate should have. It 
did, but only marginally, and in retro-
spect it made Romney look like a ge-
nius to anybody who understands the 
principle of opportunity cost. Romney 
knows there are a finite number of col-
umn inches, broadcast minutes, and 
blog articles that will talk about the 
campaign and, as long as they’re talk-

ing about Sesame Street, they’re not 
talking about an unrealistic tax plan 
that overwhelmingly favours Wall 
Street.

America is in serious fiscal trouble. 
To correct this, leaders in the United 
States are going to need to make hard 
choices about serious issues like so-
cial security, health care and defence 
spending. In light of the structural ad-
justments needed in those programs, 
which together account for about 
two-thirds of total federal spending, 
Obama has talked about raising taxes, 
cutting defence spending, and reform-
ing health care. Romney, in contrast, 
used the biggest night of the campaign 
to zero in on PBS, funding for which 
accounts for far less than one percent 
of total federal expenditures. In the 
words of renowned physicist Neil De-
Grasse–Tyson, “Cutting PBS support 
(0.012% of budget) to help balance 
the Federal budget is like deleting text 
files to make room on your 500Gig 
hard drive.”

He’s not wrong. Talking about less 

than one percent of the budget while 
unemployment and income inequality 
are as high as they are is ridiculous. 
But it’s working. Since the debate, 
Romney has surged ahead in the polls, 
pulling to within the margin of error 
in many of the battleground states. If 
his misdirection tactics continue to 
keep the dialogue on that one percent, 
Romney has a chance.  If Obama can 
frame the debate around the issues 
that don’t involve stuffed birds, he’ll 
expose Romney as a plutocrat and win 
the election.

ben goodwin

Human trafficking on the rise in Canada

Human trafficking is a global con-
cern, as intricate networks and orga-
nizations run internationally, exploit-
ing human beings for labour and sex 
slavery, and it is a rising problem in 
Canada.

While the term slavery may appear 
outdated and might make us uncom-
fortable, it remains an international 
problem, often in the form of human 
trafficking, as oppressed individu-
als have no rights and are forced into 
sex and labour exploits with no pay, 
callous living conditions, and abuse. 
These victims are often networked and 
sold for the monetary benefit of their 
owners and used until they are no 
longer profitable or until death. Char-
lotte Bunch, founder of the Center for 
Women’s Global Leadership, said, 
“We are asking people to understand 
that slavery still exists today; in fact, 
according to a recent New York Times 
article, if you count the number of 

women and children in bonded labor, 
domestic slavery or sexual slavery to-
day, there are more slaves in the world 
than at any other time in history.”

Many governments and global ac-
tivism groups such as Amnesty Inter-
national are working towards resolu-
tion for this injustice. However, the 
process proves extremely difficult as 
it is not an easy task to unravel the 
complex criminal web of human traf-
ficking.

In 2005, Bill C-49 was created in 
Canada and asserted under Section 
279 that trafficking of human persons 
is a crime and that the oppressed indi-
vidual does not have to cross borders 
in order to be considered “trafficked.” 
According to the Canadian Govern-
ment, “Human trafficking involves the 
recruitment, transportation, harbour-
ing and/or exercising control, direc-
tion or influence over the movements 
of a person in order to exploit that per-
son, typically through sexual exploita-
tion or forced labour.”

Though statistically it is difficult 
to measure the infiltration of human 
trafficking globally and in Canada, it is 
certainly to be recognized as a global 
and national problem. The govern-
ment of Canada estimates 27 million 
slaves exist in the world today, of 
which 2 million are trafficked every 
year, reaching an annual profit of 32 
billion dollars. The majority of victims 
are between 12 and 16 years of age 
but can be as young as five years old. 
The government states that “Canada 
is a transit and destination country 
but is increasingly becoming a source 
country” of human trafficking. NGO’s 
estimate, “12,000-15,000 people are 
trafficked to and through Canada each 
year.”

Non-Canadian victims who are 
brought to Canada are often from 
Asian countries such as Thailand, 
Cambodia, Malaysia and Vietnam, as 
well as Eastern Europe.

Beginning in 2013/14, the govern-
ment of Canada has pledged $500 

000 to the Victims Fund which will 
contribute towards the service and re-
habilitation of victims of human traf-
ficking.

While human trafficking is a na-
tional issue, it is also a local issue.

Earlier this year, the leader of the 
largest proven human trafficking ring, 
Ferenc Domotor, 49, was sentenced 
to nine years in prison and his son, 
Ferenc Domotor Jr., was sentenced 
to five years, after recruiting as many 
as 19 male victims from Hungary. The 
human trafficking organization was 
based in Hamilton, Ontario.

CBC reports that when victims first 
arrived to Canada they were forced 
to claim refugee status, work without 
pay, and to sleep on mattresses in a 
locked basement. Victims said that 
they were often fed only one meal a 
day and were sometimes forced to 
work 17 hour days.

“We were treated like dogs on a 
short leash… To this day I don’t go out 
after dark because of all the threats. I 

have also received threats against my 
mother in Hungary.”

- Victim Impact Statement (Hamil-
ton forced labour case)

While there is no easy solution to 
human trafficking, rehabilitation and 
care for victims are essential as the 
healing process is not complete im-
mediately once they are free. Service 
programs for victims and tough laws 
which prohibit trafficking lead toward 
finding some resolution amidst the in-
tricacies of this global problem.

“Returning hate for hate multiplies 
hate, adding deeper darkness to a 
night already devoid of stars. Dark-
ness cannot drive out darkness; only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate, only love can do that.” 

― Martin Luther King Jr., Strength 
to Love

becky connell
Crown Reporter
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Battle of the Bands—High School Edition

The Battle of the Bands is going to 
look a little different this time around. 
While in previous years Redeemer 
has hosted a competition for bands 
that often involve its own students—
which will still be happening this 
coming January—the bands playing 
on October 19th will be coming from 
high schools around the province to 
compete against one another. “Battle 
of the Bands - High school Edition” is 
an event set up by the Recruitment de-

partment geared towards exactly that: 
high school students. The contest is 
free and open to all students who are 
interested in getting some publicity or 
experience for their band. It’s also a 
great way to allow teenagers who are 
potentially interested in Redeemer to 
come and experience the campus in a 
way they never could from merely tak-
ing a tour or reading a pamphlet. This 
event allows potential students to get 
a feel for Redeemer’s cultural heart-
beat and to experience its supportive 
and passionate community of current 
students. It’s also a great way for cur-
rent students to serve the high school 
community of Ontario. Redeemer 

students will be manning the sound 
booth, taking tickets, and those who 
have been in winning bands of past 
years have played a part in selecting 
the contestants.

It didn’t take long for word to get 
around. Soon after advertising for the 
event began, the planning team re-
ceived an overwhelming response: ini-
tially, twenty video submissions were 
sent to Redeemer from across the 
province and, soon to follow, a shock-
ing 30 000 online votes were cast to 
determine who would make it to the 
top five. Within the first 24 hours, 
5000 votes had already been received, 
and the numbers only continued to 

rise from there. A response of this 
magnitude was unprecedented. Now 
that the voting has closed and the fi-
nalists have been selected, excitement 
for the event continues to climb.

The event will consist of each band 
playing a ten to twenty minute set and 
receiving feedback from a panel of 
judges selected specifically from the 
local music and entertainment indus-
try. This will include Graham Rocking-
ham, who writes a monthly music col-
umn for the Hamilton Spectator; Amy 
King who records and produces music 
at Grant Avenue Studio in Hamilton; 
and Scott Orr, who operates under 
the record label Other Song Music Co. 

The prize for the evening is the Artist 
Development Package, which includes 
consulting sessions with a voice coach, 
a promoter, record label owner, and a 
professor of music, as well as the op-
portunity to record a song profession-
ally, and more.

Tickets for the Battle of the Bands 
are now on sale at the Box Office for 
only $10. Although it is an event 
aimed mainly at high school stu-
dents—namely, the bands and their 
fans—Redeemer students are strongly 
encouraged to show up and support 
these aspiring musicians.

Battle of the Bands, Certain to Look Different This Time Around

Julia Soderholm
crown reporter

Pumpkin Scones with Cream 
Cheese Frosting

Scones:
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/3 cup sugar
1 tbsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
 and ground cinnamon
1 tsp ground nutmeg
1/4 tsp ground cloves
 and ground ginger
6 tbsp cold butter, cut into 1-inch 
cubes
1/2 cup canned pumpkin puree
3 tbsp half-and-half cream
1 large egg

Cream Cheese Frosting:
Recipe makes 3 cups
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, 
softened
1/2 cup butter, softened
2 cups of icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees 
F - Line a baking sheet with parch-
ment paper - Stir together the flour, 
sugar, baking powder, salt, cinnamon, 
nutmeg, cloves and ginger - Add the 
butter and toss with a fork to coat 
with the flour mixture - Mix until the 
texture resembles coarse cornmeal, 

with the butter pieces no larger than 
small peas - In a separate bowl, whisk 
together the pumpkin, cream and 
egg - Fold wet ingredients into dry 
ingredients, and form the dough into 
a ball - Pat out dough onto a lightly 
floured surface and form into a 1-inch 
thick rectangle - Use a large knife to 
slice the dough making three equal 
portions - Cut each of the portions 
in an X pattern (four pieces) so you 
end up with 12 triangular slices of 
dough - Place on prepared baking 
sheet - Bake for 14-16 minutes, or 
until light brown - Place on wire rack 
to cool - While the scones are cooling, 
make the icing by mixing the cream 

cheese and butter together – Add 
the vanilla, and gradually mix in the 
sugar – When scones cool, frost them 
with the icing.

Easy Apple Butter

Ingredients:
4 pounds of Granny smith (or any 
other sweet tart variety of apple) 
peeled, seeded, and sliced
1/3 cup fresh pressed apple juice (not 
from concentrate)
2/3 cup maple syrup
2 tsp vanilla extract
1 tbsp lemon jucie
Ground nutmeg, ginger, and cinna-

mon to taste

- Place all ingredients in a large stock 
pot with a tight lid – Bring to a boil 
over medium-high heat – Reduce 
heat to medium-low and simmer until 
the apples are soft enough to mash – 
Remove from heat and mix with an 
immersion blender – Blend until the 
consistency is thick and smooth, not 
like applesauce – Can be kept refrig-
erated up to 2 weeks.

October Recipes

Album Review: 
Babel

The highly anticipated Mumford 
album has been in the making for 
two years and came storming into the 
hands of eager listeners two weeks 
ago. The album has been greeted with 
mixed emotions by everyone. As far 
as instrumentation goes the album is 
nearly identical to its disturbingly suc-
cessful predecessor “Sigh no More,” 
but lyrically the album has improved 
and gone places that Mumford per-
haps would not have dared go prior to 
the blockbuster success of the first.

Many of the lyrics featured in “Ba-
bel” (not to mention the title) are ex-
tremely biblical: “If you believe in me 
I’ll believe in you.” However, when 
confronted about his apparent evan-
gelism Marcus Mumford stated, “We 
don’t feel evangelical about anything. 
Really. Other than music.” When asked 
further about his Christian upbringing 
Marcus told reporters,“I don’t even 
call myself a Christian, Spirituality is 

the word we engage with more. We’re 
fans of faith, no religion.”

So a man who was once a profess-
ing Christian now headlines a band 
that chocks its songs full of Christian 
imagery, perhaps to appeal to the 
Christian market? Perhaps the blend 
of curses and “Jesus speak” is some-
thing that appeals to us all. A true dis-
play of just how broken we can be and 
yet it is something that every listener 
can relate to once in a while. The last 
comment on Babel that Marcus made 
is probably the best: “Sometimes the 
best way to go about exploring a ques-
tion, things we wouldn’t necessarily 
talk about in conversation, is by writ-
ing a song.”

You can hate on the similar sound, 
you can hate on the faith-inspiring 
lyrics with no ‘faith’ to back them up, 
yet Mumford has found a potent (and 
sneaky) way of bringing up our walks 
of faith and our struggles, in conversa-
tion, in our minds, in our dancing feet. 
A fantastic work of lyrical genius in my 
eyes, looking forward to the next one.

simon fallon
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It’s not Harry Potter, but it’s still 
pretty good

Montreal (CUP) — Being J.K. Rowl-
ing is a trap. The hype that has sur-
rounded her most recent publication, 
an adult fiction novel entitled The 
Casual Vacancy, is proof of how much 
weight lies on this author’s shoulders.

Clearly, should Rowling want to 
write about anything other than 
Hogwarts, broomsticks and He-Who-
Must-Not-Be-Named, the literary 
world will undoubtedly go wild, with 
critics bracing themselves in anticipa-
tion.

So, understandably, it’s with a bit 
of reserve and much trepidation that 
I, like millions of others across the 
world, picked up a copy of The Ca-
sual Vacancy at my local bookstore on 
Sept. 27.

Three days later, my previously 
pristine copy of Rowling’s book was 
torn, crumpled and decorated by cof-
fee stains, having been lugged around 
virtually everywhere with me for 72 
hours; coffee shops, metro rides and 
dinners included.

The book was extremely good, in a 
dark, sarcastic and incredibly realistic 
way. Rowling had me engrossed in a 
story that I would never have believed 
to be that captivating. Let’s be honest 
– the idea of a book revolving around 
the sudden death of a council member 
in a tiny, unknown village in England 
isn’t exactly everyone’s dream prem-
ise. But the citizens of Pagford, the 
tiny village in question, are fascinat-
ing as we glimpse their everyday lives 
unraveling in the throes of tragedy.

The novel starts out with council-
man Barry Fairbrother passing away 

suddenly on the eve of his wedding an-
niversary. Initially shocked with grief, 
the citizens of Pagford quickly move 
to replace him on council and a con-
troversial election ensues. Meanwhile, 
the previous ally of the deceased finds 
herself more alienated than ever. And 
so, as we flip the pages, tensions and 
secrets arise, in a way that readers will 
find covertly echoes a combination of 
Desperate Housewives and Shame-
less.

Rowling does a marvelous job of 
showing us, yet again, that she has a 
profound understanding of human ex-
istence. Humor is doused with crude-
ness, and the combination is a satire of 
our time that leaves the reader wanting 
more. I found myself blitzing through 
chapters, anticipating the slew of rev-
elations to come, the same way I had 
dashed through the last Harry Potter 
book, wanting to know if Voldemort 
had prevailed. It’s suspense, but not 
in the classic sense; there’s simply a 
more refined sense of excitement to 
be had.

Having skimmed the media on 
the topic, it goes without saying that 
I’ve read my share of reviews on The 
Casual Vacancy. Needless to say, not 
many of them are flattering. Negative 
reviews mainly criticize the book’s 
overall grittiness and the fact it reveals 
a relatively ugly side of social reality.

For anyone that has read the Harry 
Potter series, this is an unexpected 
(and maybe even unpleasant) wake-up 
call. The charm that surrounded Hog-
warts and its inhabitants, easy-going, 
comical characters that we would have 
loved to meet, was addictively pleas-
ant. You’ve been warned: there will be 
drugs, depression and all-out despair. 
Does that make the book any less of a 
page-turner? Not a bit.

Ariana Trigueros-Corb 
The Concordian 

Concordia University

Julie 
Berry 
Visits 
RUC

On Thursday, September 27th, 
St. Thomas poet Julie Berry visited 
Redeemer as a part of the Canadian 
Council of Arts tour, sharing some of 
her unique poems and stories which 
have made her the accomplished poet 
she is today.

The room was quiet with just over 
ten attendants, but Berry made the 
most of the small crowd by leaving 
plenty of time for questions and dis-
cussion. When asked whether she fo-
cuses on style or content she remarked, 
“Style is something you are born into, 
something you can play with.” She 
exemplifies this notion using creative 
ideas and line breaks in her writing, 
making her poems distinctive.

Julie Berry’s first book, worn 
thresholds, was published by Brick in 
1995 and reprinted in 2006. She has 
appeared in several periodicals and 
anthologies and placed first and third 
in the Short Grain prose poem contest 
in 2005.

Berry has resided in some of Ontar-
io’s major cities such as Hamilton, Ni-
agara, Toronto, and London, gaining 
different insights which have inspired 
her poetry. It was her time in Rexdale, 
Toronto, that inspired her to pursue 
writing as she found herself frequently 
perusing the local library and wanting 
to poeticize.

Berry has used her roles of teacher 
and mother to explore creatively.  She 
says, “Ideas came as I peeled potatoes 
and lived my life.” She shares how 
ideas used to come by accident but 
that, now that she has more time, she 
is able to be more intentional about 
composing new thoughts. She of-
ten begins her writing in a Microsoft 
journal, claiming to be married to her 
computer, and these initial stems of 
thought aid in the formation of her 
work.

Berry uses much of her living expe-
riences in her poetry.  This is evident 
in her poem “Cemetery Town,” about 
a man who balances being mayor and 
a grocery boy, which is based on a real 
person. “Gully” and “Walnut Cracking 
Machine” are also based off true expe-
riences Berry has had.

As a kindergarten teacher, Berry 
made use of quality time with stu-
dents, listening to their stories while 
they painted at lunch. From this, she 
developed the poem “Genesis” which 
explores what the origin of creation 
would look like if it was formed by 
kindergarteners: “Let there be swings, 
licorices, friends, apples…let there be 
the world.”

Berry shared a few poems based 
off “The Natural History and Antiqui-
ties of Selborne,” written by English-
man Gilbert White (1720-1793) who is 
known as the first ecologist and whose 
book is allegedly the fourth most pub-
lished book in the English language. 
He is well-known for defending the 
fern owl and Berry comments, “He 
lived in a time where people thought 
things that are wrong and he disputed 
it; I think we live like that.”

To find out more about future read-
ings at Redeemer, visit the arts page at 
Redeemer.ca

becky connell
crown reporter

Five study apps you’ll actually use

VANCOUVER (CUP) — By the onset 
of fall, many students find that the 
academic enthusiasm they felt at 
the start of the year has dissipated. 
Menacing midterms and tiresome 
term papers are looming closer and 
it seems that all those handouts and 
homework assignments are blending 
into one giant mess. For those of you 
who are constantly on the go, we’ve 
compiled a list of five study apps 
under $5 to help you get on track.

Evernote
Student Type: Dude … Where’s my 
notebook?
Instead of endlessly flipping through 
your folders while the paper you’re 
searching for stares you right in the 
face, sync the notes and documents 
from your computer to your phone. 
Then access and share all your notes 
with one simple click.
Platforms: All
Cost: Free

Dropbox
Student Type: Dazed and Confused
“Why won’t my PowerPoint open? 
Oh no … no, no, no, no.” If you’ve 
ever said those words before, then 
you know they’re not good. Dropbox 
specializes in storing extremely large 
files. Save your notes, group projects, 
presentations, music, videos and PDF 
documents here. Best of all, if you 
mess up, you can revert back to any 

previous version of the file.
Platforms: All
Cost: Free

iTunes U
Student Type: The Overachiever
Need more university-level read-
ing material? Or another opinion 
on a topic? Maybe you need a better 
source for that term paper of yours? 
Welcome to iTunes U, which provides 
you with access to the New York Pub-
lic Library and 500,000 lectures on 
a variety of topics from several other 
universities.
Platforms: iPhone and iPad only
Cost: Free

iStudiez Pro
Student Type: The Young and the 
Organized
Ever wonder what it would be like 
to be perfectly organized? This app 
tracks your homework, class schedule 
and grades. It then presents a com-
plete portrait of all the things you 
have to do today, tomorrow and in 
the upcoming weeks.
Platforms: Mac, iPhone, and iPad
Cost: $0.99

Flashcards Deluxe
Student Type: The Professional
You have less than 24 hours to 
memorize a semester’s worth of infor-
mation. Challenge accepted. Whether 
it’s multiple choice options or open-
ended questions, this app automati-
cally turns off a card when you get it 
right. This way, you have more time 
to revise the stuff you don’t know.
Platforms: iPhone, iPad
Cost: $3.99

iTunes U Contributed Image

Danielle Piper 
The Ubyssey 

University of British 
Columbia
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Royals gearing up for a new season

Fall, the season of changing leaves, 
darker mornings, colder afternoons, 
and pumpkin spice lattes (for those 
who enjoy such drinks). Fall repre-
sents an even more exciting time for 
Redeemer’s athletes and Loyal Royals 
as it is also the busiest season for Roy-
als’ sports. The current season brings 
together the schedules of men’s and 
women’s soccer, men’s and women’s 
volleyball, cross-country, badminton 
and hockey. Below is a snapshot of 
each of these sports and what you can 
look forward to in the coming weeks.

Soccer
The men’s soccer team finished 

their season with the worst record in 
ten years, unable to draw a single point 
out of their OCAA loop and ending 
with a record of 0-8-0. The last time 
the Royals were unable to pull out a 
single point in their season was in the 
1999-2000 season when the team lost 
10 straight. The team which was hop-
ing for at least a top 6 spot in their 
division to enter qualifying rounds 
finished dead last, signifying an end to 
their season. “The season was definite-
ly tough. It was disappointing for the 
team but it was more disappointing we 
couldn’t get the results for coach,” said 
striker Zander Jacobs.  The women’s 
soccer team faired a little better than 
the men’s team as they finished their 
season with a record of 0-5-3. The fi-
nal tally earned them three points and 
second-last place in the western divi-
sion, not enough to enter OCAA quali-
fying rounds. Overall, it was a disap-
pointing season for both the men’s and 
women’s soccer teams as they will be 
unable to compete in front of a home 

crowd in the OCAA championships 
which Redeemer is hosting at the end 
of this month. Both teams are hopeful 
as they look toward next season.

Volleyball
Redeemer’s volleyball season starts 

on October 31, as both the men’s and 
women’s teams gear up to play their 
cross-town rivals, the Mohawk Moun-
taineers, in their home openers. The 
men’s team hopes to improve on their 
record of 10 wins and 8 losses last year 
and likewise the women’s team seeks 
to improve on their 6 wins and 12 
losses. The Mountaineers have always 
proved to be a tough match for the 
Royals as last year in the two times the 
athletic teams met the men’s team fell 
twice and the women’s team emerged 
as victors twice. The men’s volleyball 
team looks as strong as ever as they 
welcome back returning veterans Da-
vid Klomps (Left Side), Jesse Dykx-
hoorn (Left Side) and Aaron Vander-
lugt (Middle). Jake Klassen (Setter) 
and Eric Heidbuurt (Right Side) are 
hoping their strong play in first year 
will result in another successful sea-
son for the two second-years as the 
dynamic duo looks to solidify their 
position on the team and seeks more 
kills for the team this year. Verteran 
Dave Klomps is excited for the season: 
“We have a lot more maturity and age 
on the team this year which will help 
carry us in the big games and post-
season. We should be able to make a 
run at the gold medal this year.” The 
women’s team welcomes back return-
ing veterans April Passchier (Left 
Side) and Elise Kollenhoven (Middle) 
and also has a pair of second-years, 
Curtiss Straatsma (Right Side) and 
Kaitlin Arscott (Middle), looking to 
further their impact on the women’s 

volleyball team.

Basketball
Redeemer’s basketball seeks to im-

prove on a disappointing last season 
as the men’s team was only able to 
pull out 3 wins and the women’s team 
continued their losing streak with no 
wins at all in the regular season. The 
men’s team has already proven to be 
a threat this year as they faced Loyal-
ist College in an exhibition match-up. 
The team fought hard only to come up 
short, 59-67, against the Lancers. “We 
are working a lot harder this year and 
have higher expectations,” said Paul 
Hart. “If we don’t make playoffs it will 
be a big disappointment. We expect 
to win.” The mens team welcomes a 
significant number of recruits this 
season including new coach Jamie Gi-
rolametto who was previously the as-
sistant coach at Mcmaster University. 
The women’s team has already shown 
promise in an exhibition game against 
Crandall University as they pulled out 
a victory, 75-63. The taste of victory 
may be all they need to propel them 
into a successful season. Look out for 
veteran Morissa Lychak (Forward) 
and second-year Esther Weima (For-
ward) along with a multitude of top 
recruits.

Cross Country
The cross country season is well 

underway for Redeemer Royals and 
excitement is already brewing as the 
team looks forward to the OCAA cham-
pionships on October 29. The women’s 
team has received a national ranking 
of #13 after they won the Seneca In-
vitational at the end of September. As 
they head into the final races of the 
year, the team hopes to capitalize on 
their speed and team strength. Royals’ 

top women’s runner Julie Koopmans 
has her work cut out for her in the in-
dividual rankings as Jillion Marquardt 
is right on her heels. The competive-
ness of the team is proving to be a 
force that is driving this team to run 
better as a whole. The team’s members 
include Adrianna So, Gina Van Haren, 
Tracey Ubbens and Danica Thomsen. 
The men’s team has a little more work 
cut out for them as in the same Sen-
eca Invitational they finished 7th, al-
though a case can be made that they 
are still a team to watch out for as they 
were missing their number two run-
ner Nathan Verbaan. Veteran Taylor 
Kraayenbrink continues to be the lead 
story on the men’s side as he seeks an 
individual spot in the National Cham-
pionships. Taylor finished his last race 
5th overall with a time of 25:55 and 
continues to improve on his personal 
bests. Stay tuned in to this remarkable 
season over the coming weeks.

Badminton
Hot off the heels of an extremely 

successful season which included host-
ing the OCAA provincial badminton 
championships, the badminton team 
will look to ride that success into this 
season. Their season starts today with 
a trip to the Humber Cup. “We have 
a good mix of verterans and rookies 
which will create a good challenge both 
on the court as well as spiritually,” 
said Blair Hogan. With bronze medal 
winner Janelle Koopmans returning, 
expectations for the badminton team 
are once again high.

Hockey
Last but not least, the Royals’ men’s 

hockey team has been engaged in some 
new action over the past few weeks. 
After leaving the NCHL the team has 

sought new heights in college athlet-
ics, and as they currently look ahead 
to their Sheridan Invitational tourna-
ment in November they reflect on the 
past couple of weeks. The men’s team 
faced (and conquered) an impressive 
Redeemer Alumni team before head-
ing to Grand Rapids, Michigan, to 
play in the Calvin College Invitational 
Tournament. In the NCAA division 3 
tournament the Royals faced Aquinas 
College, Dordt College and Calvin Col-
lege. The first game of the tournament 
was the most physical of the three 
where they faced their old-time rivals, 
Calvin College. The game showed the 
team their first bout of contact hockey 
and they fell 5-4 to the competitive and 
eventual victors of the tournament. 
After a late night and early morning 
the Royals geared up to play Dordt 
College in an exhibition match where 
the Royals took their sport to them 
and won 3-2. The same night the Roy-
als faced a well-rested Aquinas College 
where they would fall 5-1. Overall the 
tournament was a great experience for 
the team and a good indicator of how 
much they will improve when they are 
healthy and have a full roster. Some 
big names in the tournament include 
PJ Buys, Matthew Hazenburg, Vince 
De Panfilis, Rich Weining and Kyle 
Beishuizen for his massive hits. The 
hockey team looks forward to the rest 
of the season and the competition that 
follows.

 That’s all for the fall snapshots. 
Make sure to support your Royals in 
this busy fall season!

Brandon Richardson
ben reid
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XC takes top spot at Seneca Invitational

Basketball, Soccer, Volleyball, and 
Cross Country headlined a very busy 
weekend for the Redeemer Royals. 
However it was Cross Country that 
stole the show with a 1st place team 
finish for the Lady Royals. The Lady 
Royals won the Seneca Invitational 
and were crowned the winners of a 
Cross Country Invitational for the first 
time in recent history. 

The Lady Royals finished 1st with 
an accumulated total of 44 points.  
Fanshawe College had 46 points for 
2nd place while the host, Seneca Col-
lege was 3rd with 57 points. Redeemer 
finished behind Fanshawe at the Fan-
sahwe invitational the previous week-
end. 

There were a total of 8 complete 
teams for the women.  Julie Koop-
mans (Chatham, ON) was the first 
Royal over the line with a time of 
19:16, good enough for 8th place. Jil-
lian Marquardt (Pembroke, ON) was 
right behind Koopmans in 9th place 
with a time of 19:33.  Adrianna So (To-
ronto, ON) was the 3rd Royal in with 
a 14th place finish in a time of 20:18.  
Gina Van Haren (Lacombe, AB) was 
the final counter for Redeemer in the 
26th spot with a time of 21:34.  Tracey 
Ubbens (Toronto, ON) came across 
the line as Redeemer’s 5th runner in 
30th with a time of 22:30 while Dani-
ca Thomsen (Stittsville, ON) was right 
behind Tracey in the 32nd spot with a 
time of 22:56. 

Cross Country coach Jeff Summer-
hays had this to say, “ It was a great 

day of running. The girls really raced 
well.  We closed the gap between our 
3rd and 4th counter a little which is 
what we need to do. Overall, they were 
extremely excited about winning”. 

The men’s team finished 7th out of 
11 teams even though they were miss-
ing Nathan Verbaan (Bowmanville, 
ON), Redeemer’s number 2 runner.  
“Taylor Kraayenbrink (Port Lambton, 
ON) had a fantastic race for the Royals 
running the best race of his career.  He 
followed his race plan to a tee and he 
passed a lot of guys the 2nd half of the 
race”, said Coach Summerhays.  Over-
all, he finished in 5th place with a time 
of 25:55.  Summerhays commented 
on Kraayenbrinks race by saying, “He 
continues to improve and was ap-
proximately one full minute faster this 
week compared to last week.  He beat 
a number of guys that were ahead of 
him at the Fanshawe Invitational.  He 
was very encourage by his results from 
today”. 

Alexandre Drouin (Quebec, QC) 
was the 2nd Royal across the line in 
39th place for Redeemer.  He finished 
with a time of 30:05.  Zac Duguay 
(Mississauga, ON) was right behind 
him in 40th place with a time of 30:16.  
Colten Gowan (Forest, ON) was 41st 
with a time of 30:17.  Hayden Regeling 
(Thornton, ON) was 51st with a time 
of 31:51. 

The Royals will now take the 
Thanksgiving weekend off before trav-
eling to the University of Guelph for 
the Vic Matthews Open on October 
13th.

peter reid

XC Nationally 
Ranked

The Lady Royals women’s Cross 
Country team has gotten off to a ter-
rific start for the 2012 season and are 
being rewarded. In the latest release of 
the Cross Country National Rankings, 
the women’s team has been given the 
#13 spot.

The women’s team finished 3rd at 
the Fanshawe Invitational on Sep-
tember 22nd and were the 1st place 
Champions at the Seneca Invitational 
on September 29th. At the Seneca In-
vitational, the women’s team finished 
ahead of the two OCAA teams ranked 
higher than them in the latest rank-
ings. Those teams are the Humber 
Hawks (ranked #2) and the Fanshawe 
Falcons (ranked #8).

Redeemer’s Athletic Director Dave 
Mantel commented, “It’s fantastic 
when you anticipate that a team will 
do well, and then they deliver. We 
were excited about the team coming 
into the season as a result of the work 
that Jeff, our Cross Country coach, did 
in the off season to attract some great 
runners”. 

What is impressive is that out of 
the top 4 runners that have scored as 
a team for Redeemer in the last two 
races, 3 of them are in there 1st year 
at Redeemer and the other is in her 
2nd year.

With the early success, the Royals 
are now a legitimate contender for a 
medal at the OCAA Provincial Cham-
pionships at the end of October.

Women’s Cross Country runner Ju-
lie Koopmans (Chatham, ON) was re-
cently named the Athlete of the Month 
for September along with Men’s run-
ner Taylor Kraayenbrink (Port Lamb-
ton, ON).
The women’s team is as follows:
Julie Koopmans (Chatham, ON)
Jillian Marquardt (Pembroke, ON)
Adrianna So (Toronto, ON)
Annie Stollery (Waterloo, ON)
Janae Vlaar-Philbrick (Vineland, ON)
Gina Van Haren (Lacombe, AB)
Danica Thomsen (Stittsville, ON)
Tracey Ubbens (Toronto, ON)

Head Coach: Jeff Summerhays

Pete Reid

Royals by the numbers

37 537 - Combined enrolment of Seneca and Fanshawe, two of 
the colleges Redeemer beat at the recent Seneca invitational cross country 
champtionship

0 - The combined number of wins by the mens and womens soccer 
teams this season

10- The number of years since the the mens soccer team had a season 
without notching a point
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Canada’s ‘Prince of Politics’: The return 
of Trudeaumania?
Justin’s Liberal candidacy could secure him his throne on Parliament Hill - with the right votes, of 
course.

Candidacy has been declared, 
and Canadian political commentary 
writers have been warning against 
another Trudeau-led Liberal Party.

Justin Trudeau announced on 
October 2 his intentions to run for 
Liberal leadership, an announce-
ment which has political commenta-
tors worried, so worried in fact, that 
many are pleading “wolf” before any 
national elections have even begun. 
It’s because Justin is Canada’s young, 
suave, millennial Kennedy-esque 
superstar politician. He knows how 
to interact with his generation, the 
millennials, the young voters aged 
18-30 who care more about Jersey 
Shore than they do about Parliament 
Hill. Young voters need to be inspired 
for a cause, not crusaded through the 
murky frontlines of frosted politics 
and the lessers of two evils.

And yet, that is exactly what Liber-
als hope Justin Trudeau will do: lead 

with his luscious locks and photoge-
nic face to a much needed political 
victory. Justin’s sword is Twitter. 
His shield is Entertainment Tonight 
Canada, and his audience is the 
fifteen-minutes-of-fame-loving mil-
lennial generation that seeks to fight 
for a cause, not a cautionary measure.

Justin has the face. He has the 
family pedigree. He has the know-
how of social media, so much so that 
for the first time a Canadian politi-
cian has the capability to build trust 
with our generation of voters simply 
by including us in his personal life 
via Twitter. Furthermore, with his 
paternal lineage of former PM Pierre, 
Justin is the prince of Canadian 
politics.

But the Prince has undergraduate 
degrees in literature and education, 
and an incomplete MA in environ-
mental geography. His political sci-
ence education is inherited only, and 
he has been an MP for a mere four 
years. That looks meagre compared 
to Harper’s 20 years of political 

experience and active involvement in 
the development of the Conservative 
Party.

Yet, Justin’s voter strengths will 
be where his own interests are: youth 
and secondary-school education. The 
reality is that Justin has spent his 
years as a Liberal MP visiting Canadi-
an schools. He has gained the trust of 
our Jersey-Shore oriented Canadians 
who may have been 15 in 2008, but 
who will definitely be of age to vote 
when Canada’s next federal election is 
called. His cause is PM Idol, and his 
target voters have no problem casting 
their ballots to the man who sounds 
best. And what Justin doesn’t lack is 
fervor. After all, Canadians love to 
love the Trudeaus.

Still, Justin has to get the millenni-
als to vote, and that’s a battle all unto 
itself.

When the federal elections start 
to heat up, the Liberals, Conserva-
tives, and NDPs have some causes 
for young Canadians to fight for. 
2011 and 2012 have seen a spectrum 

of national issues that, whether we 
like it or not, affect the millennial 
generation. Young Canadians are 
raising their fists, calling for Canada 
to be less apologetic, and find some 
snowshoes to stand on. Montreal 
students have picketed rising tuition 
prices, the Occupy movement spread 
across the country, and because of 
the recession the unemployment rate 
in Canada for adults between the 
ages of 18-30 is double that of the 
Baby Boomers, or Gen-Xs. The most 
debated topic in Parliament right now 
is a Bill looking to determine when 
human life becomes a person, and 
therefore legally bindable to Canadian 
laws (including those of fetal abor-
tion).

Harper’s astonishing stand to pull 
Canadian diplomats from Iran has 
been noted on an international level. 
Canadians are calling Harper to criti-
cize the UN for its inactivity in Syria 
(among other countries). Backbones 
are growing and tensions are rising.

Surely Justin knows that leading a 

nation will be difficult. After all, his 
father was one of the most influential 
PMs. Harvard-educated Pierre Elliott 
opposed the Quebec separatist move-
ment, fought for universal health-
care, and fostered bilingualism and 
multi-culturalism. He beat the USA to 
establishing diplomatic relations with 
the People’s Republic of China, and 
persistently kept Canada in NATO. 
Pierre even patriated our constitution 
in 1982.

Should he become Liberal Party 
leader, Justin has big snowshoes to 
fill, and Canadian voters have much 
to wager as they cast their ballots. 
Justin has nostalgia and social media 
going for him. He has lack of experi-
ence, and the danger of becoming 
another Canadian political puppet 
against him. It will be a hell of a race.

Ladies and gentlemen, Millennials, 
Gen-Xs, Baby Boomers, et al. I pres-
ent to you Trudeaumania...part two.

Brittany Knapper
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Inside next 
month’s edition 
of the crown:

A closer look at 
the redeemer network 

and i.t. services
Send us your thoughts, 

comments, complaints and 
opinions regarding Redeemer’s 

internet and technology services

It’s all about the apple: 
Why other companies 
just can’t keep up with 
Mac

MONTREAL (CUP) — Watch out 
NYC, Apple products are now taking 
over the world, one product at a time.

Ever since the rise of the Mac desk-
tops/laptops, iPods and the iPhones 
in the early 2000s, other electronic 
corporations have fallen behind in the 
race for consumers and have little or 
no chance to catch up.
The only option other corporations 
have left to do in order to stay in the 
game is to take Apple’s ideas, modify 
them to their own style, and paste 
their own logo on them.
Just look around. You see people 
open up Mac laptops in class and tune 
into their iPods on buses, metros and 
trains. When you pass someone on 
the street talking on the cell phone, 
chances are they are holding an 
iPhone to their ear.
Here’s something to think about: Ap-
ple possesses more money than some 
countries do. Apple has an estimated 
value of $626 billion U.S. as of Sep-
tember this year (which is more than 
Microsoft and Google combined). 
They’ve earned just over $5 million 
during their first weekend when their 
newest product, the iPhone 5.

When the iMac computers were first 
introduced, the products sold almost 
800,000 units in their first five 
months. Later, when the iPod was 
revealed, it sold close to 100 million 
units in only six years.
Although the infamous touch screen 
wasn’t invented by Apple, they were 
the first to achieve an outstanding 
human interaction between the elec-
tronic device and the customer from 
its pre-programmed touch gestures.
Since then, many other electronic 
corporations such as Samsung, HTC, 
Nokia and LG have tried to re-vamp 
Apple’s idea with the touch screen. 
Other corporations now have their 
own variations, having their apps 
lined up in the same formation as the 
iPhone. Also, the sensitivity and the 
way you can flip from one screen to 
the next is the nearly the same as an 
iPhone.
In recent news, there have been many 
articles written about the lawsuit 
Apple has filed against Samsung for 
allegedly copying most of Apple’s 
products.
However, the case is nowhere close 
to being resolved. ITWorld reported 
to the International Business Times 
that after winning a million dollars 
in damages in August 2012, Apple 
is demanding another $707 million 
from Samsung. On top of that, Apple 
is asking for a ban on the sale of 26 

Samsung products.
After the release of the iPad, cor-
porations such as Samsung and 
Blackberry released their versions 
of a tablet, mimicking some of the 
same structures and functions as the 
iPad. Another lawsuit was launched 
because Apple felt that the iPad and 
iPad 2 was infringed on by Samsung’s 
Galaxy Tab 10.1.
Despite the dispute with the phones, 
many of the iPods were also copied 
by other corporations. In early 2004, 
most MP3 players worked on a shuffle 
basis, meaning you couldn’t pick the 
song you wanted. Apple was the first 
to invent such a useful tool that made 
it possible to select. It was only later 
that other companies copied Apple’s 
idea.
Apple continually comes out with new 
and improved versions of their prod-
ucts. Some clients believe that these 
are pointless and over priced, while 
numerous others think that it’s what 
keeps Apple so fresh and addictive.
“There’s always something to look 
forward to,” said Sabrina Marchei, a 
second-year human resources student 
at Concordia and an Apple client.
Whether you like it or not, Apple 
is the clear leader in this particular 
brand of products and will continue 
to be so for many years to come, until 
the next big thing, that is.

Robin Della Corte
The Concordian 

Concordia University

!



Taking responsibility for your own lack 
of job options

EDMONTON (CUP)—University: 
a scary and exciting word for anyone 
exploring the possibility of a higher 
education.

For most of us, that has been the 
goal after 13 years of school. But what 
if it’s not all it is cracked up to be?

In today’s society, more than ever, 
university graduates are not finding 
jobs in their fields. Businesses and 
large corporations are not hiring; 
especially not green, straight-out-of-
school, 20-something-year-olds.

Many students are working at jobs 
they are overqualified for, such as 
service industry positions. There is 
nothing wrong with being a server, 
but is it necessary to have a bachelor 
of science to do so? And does the 
bartender at the local pub with a busi-
ness degree need the education he has 
to give a decent performance at the 
workplace?

What does this say about the 
validity of university? If I am going to 
work at a restaurant for the rest of my 
life, why did I stress for four years in 
lecture halls and computer labs, and 
spend thousands of dollars to become 
a “scholar?”

So whose fault is it? Is it the 
universities for not providing a useful 

education? Or is it the student’s fault? 
We are the ones who pay, attend the 
classes and hand in the papers. Are 
we to blame for not finding jobs that 
use our skills acquired in the post-
secondary environment?

I assert that we the students should 
take ownership for our career issues 
after we graduate.

We chose our degree and major. 
Should we not look to see if our 
desired future employers are hiring? 
Now, we cannot exactly predict how 
the job market will be in four years 
but we must have some idea of what 
we are getting ourselves into.

As with why we choose what we 
study, we also choose what jobs we 
apply for. For example, if I have a 
business degree and am looking for a 
job in my field, I’m going to look for 
a company that has the exact job that 
I want. I might not think to look at 
a job or employer that is in my field, 
but not in my interest. In today’s so-
ciety, we are told we can be whatever 
we want.

If I do not want to work for a 
construction company, I am not even 
going to look at them — even if there 
is potential for me to start a success-
ful career in that field.

There is too much hope in our 
naïve brains that we will get what we 
want right out of school, without hav-
ing to work for it. We get discouraged 
and go back to the familiar jobs we 

worked before and during university.
We need to recognize that the skills 

we gained during our education will 
get us in the door of the job market 
that utilizes those skills, but some-

times we might have to knock at a few 
different doors than the one we’re 
focused on.

Celia McGhan
The Griff 

Grant MacEwan
contributed image
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The Community of Nerds

With a new school year comes 
another familiar new beginning: the 
returning seasons of TV shows. A 
great show can offer some quality 
entertainment, and I love to get deep 
into a show that rewards those of us 
who come back week after week with 
fresh and exciting new situations. But 
what I also look for in a show is some 
sort of week-to-week or season-to-
season connection--the sense that 
the characters in the show feel just 
a little bit more real. I could classify 
that kind of behaviour as something 
“nerdy,” in that nerds are among the 
majority of people who enjoy continu-
ity and fan payoff in a show.

Two shows that I watch which 
feature and cater to my demographic 
are The Big Bang Theory and Com-
munity. But as I’ve watched more and 
more of each show, I’ve found that 
there are some large distinctions in 
exactly what these shows think a nerd 
would enjoy, and also how a nerd 
should be treated by others. By these 
standards, The Big Bang Theory has 
left me with something of a bad taste 
in my mouth, as I no longer feel that 
it is a show that is meant for nerds.

When The Big Bang Theory first 
arrived on TV, it was something of a 
revolution in terms of geek culture. 
There were four nerdy guys repre-
sented on TV who liked all the same 
things that regular nerds did. It was 
fun to watch these slightly exagger-
ated stereotypes navigate a some-
times less-familiar world than they 
were used to, while throwing in some 
casual references to Star Wars and 
Firefly while they were at it. What 
nerd wouldn’t enjoy it?

But as the seasons wore on, it 

became increasingly clear that even 
though the main characters of the 
show are nerds by definition, the 
show itself is not meant to be enjoyed 
primarily by our folk. While a sitcom 
by nature is more or less built on the 
foundation of creating fun situations 
for characters and forgoing strong 
character development or overarch-
ing plot advancement, those sorts of 
continuity-driven events are still nec-
essary (at least in a minor capacity) 
to keep the characters feeling fresh. 
These changes to the status quo are 
what will keep me coming back to a 
show and trying to devour all content 
related to it.

The Big Bang Theory’s only at-
tempts at plot developments are 
limited to characters either getting 
or losing girlfriends. In the past 6 
seasons of this show I can’t think of 
one change that Sheldon has gone 
through besides finding a girl that he 
enjoys (or tolerates) being around. 
Yet, when his “girlfriend” Amy de-
mands an honest statement from him 
about his feelings for her, she settles 
for a verbatim quote from a Spider-
man movie. These characters never 
evolve in a meaningful way because 
none of them even enforce change. 
Some people might say that Shel-
don as a character is built to remain 
changeless, but I don’t think that 
excuse extends to the rest of the cast, 
who are all similarly stunted.

The complaint about the lack of 
character growth only comes into 
more clarity when there is actual 
progression of time. In a show like 
The Simpsons, they can get away with 
keeping Bart as a delinquent trouble 
maker and Lisa as a do-gooder 
because they have never aged. They 
don’t need to change because they 

are forever young children. In The 
Big Bang Theory each season roughly 
equates to a year. A TV show can 
present their version of the world and 
make it as crazy as they want, but the 
closer they try to adhere to reality, 
the more the flaws will stand out. 
Not only has Howard gone his whole 
life living with his mom, and Raj his 
whole life without being able to speak 
to women, but they’ve also continued 
to do nothing about it in the five to 
six years that we have been watching, 
despite being in circumstance after 
circumstance that would compel any 
real person to change their ways.

This is the main complaint I have 
with the show: it tries to present 
natural events that real people can 
connect to, but it throws all relat-
ability out the window as soon as 
characters neglect to act in ways that 
any real person would.

So not only does The Big Bang 
Theory fail to deliver even minor 
character growth in the face of unde-
niable reasons to change, but it also 
does not deliver on making references 
that a real nerd can connect to or 
find humour in. At a certain point, 
throwing in a reference to Star Trek 
or centering an episode on going to a 
theatre to watch an updated version 
of the first Indiana Jones isn’t enough 
of a reason for a nerd to watch it. The 
writers seem to be experts at Googling 
“stuff nerds like,” and throwing in a 
name-drop here and there, but they 
never make a real connection with 
the source material they reference. By 
contrast, in that regard, Community 
really shines.

As Community has developed, the 
writers have figured out not only how 
to pay homage to many different as-
pects of nerd culture, but also how to 

handle the references with care. For 
example, while The Big Bang Theory 
may drop a mention of Dungeons 
and Dragons as a throw-away joke, 
Community goes all out, devoting an 
entire episode to the tabletop role-
playing game. In fact, it attempts to 
explore the appeal of the game for 
nerds to those who may have heard 
of it but never seen it in action. The 
show has paid homage to zombie 
movies, old westerns, video games, 
Star Wars, and many more aspects 
of western culture that nerds love. 
The range of spoofs and references to 
different parts of nerd culture is stag-
gering; they have even created their 
own riff of the long-running British 
sci-fi series, Dr. Who, lovingly called 
Inspector Spacetime. Viewers loved 
Community’s campus-wide paintball 
game in the first season, but no one 
expected the epic two-part paintball 
battle in season 2 to be able to hold its 
own and, arguably, surpass the first 
in terms of quality. However, a show 
can only survive on spoofs for so long. 
It really comes down to the characters 
to carry the long-term appeal of the 
show.

Abed and Troy, two of the charac-
ters in Community, are the nerdy sur-
rogates that the geek audience can re-
late to. When Abed dresses up as The 
Inspector from Inspector Spacetime 
and quotes lines from the show, it not 
only creates a way for nerds watch-
ing the show to relate and connect 
to their own experiences, but it also 
gives the sense that the writers are 
celebrating his fandom, rather than 
encouraging the audience to belittle 
it. There is passion and care shown 
through Troy and Abed’s favourite 
things that The Big Bang Theory can’t 
seem to hit. While Jeff, the leader of 

the group in Community, considers 
himself to be the cool one, it can be 
seen as a facade to hide his own in-
securities. Community portrays Troy 
and Abed as cooler than Jeff in many 
ways, because they are unafraid to be 
honest and enthusiastic about what 
they truly love.

I was inspired to write this article 
after reading a blog that described 
the many ways the The Big Bang 
Theory treats its nerdy characters 
as punch lines of their jokes, while 
the audience is expected to relate to 
Penny, the non-geek outsider. While 
this can be seen in the show, I do 
think we still owe it some respect. It 
was successful in ushering in the time 
of the (admittedly silly) “geek-chic” 
label, where nerds are no longer con-
sidered the outsiders. However, the 
show has proven that it doesn’t truly 
understand what a nerd is or likes, 
so that torch passes to Community. 
Abed and Troy are the new Sheldon 
and Leonard, and they are arguably 
a better representation of how a nerd 
demonstrates their obsessions, as 
well as how they are perceived by 
their friends.

The term “nerd” can be quite 
nebulous, and I don’t think there is a 
specific set of things one must do or 
enjoy to earn that label. However, I 
do think that those who either have 
been called a nerd or geek in a nega-
tive way, or who would self-indentify 
as geek, can find something meaning-
ful in Community. It not only features 
the content and references that push 
all the right buttons, but it also dem-
onstrates that at the heart of every 
nerd is a deep love for something, 
and, really, couldn’t we all use a little 
more love in our lives?

Jared Van Huizen
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Chaplain’s Corner

JESUS, THE 
TEACHER OF 
TEACHERS

Jesus sent out the twelve, with the 
following instructions, “…freely you 
have received, freely give” (Matt. 10: 
5, 8).

Last week Tuesday all the profs here 
at Redeemer got together for ninety 
minutes to ponder the question, “what 

do we learn about teaching from Jesus 
our teacher?” As Redeemer’s faculty, 
we wanted to explore in very practical 
ways what our theme of the year – “All 
things held in Christ” – means for us 
when we walk into our classrooms.

I wish every member of the Redeem-
er community could have listened in 
on the conversation. Here are a few 
assorted quotes:

“The subjects I teach fill me with 
wonder and humility due to the beauty 
and complexity of God’s creation, and 
I pray I can transmit just a little of that 
spirit to my students.”

“Jesus was a teacher and a shepherd 
at the same time – he didn’t just teach 
people’s brains, he ministered to the 
whole person. I long to do the same.”

“Jesus taught with grace and truth, 
challenging people to continue grow-
ing in their faith by leading them to 
wrestle with difficult questions and 
allowing room for suffering and strug-
gle. That inspires and challenges me 
as a teacher who follows him.”

“Jesus knew people, and he spoke 
differently to different people based 
on this knowing. That’s hard for me 
because I have large classes, but I want 
to honour that goal as much

as I can.”
“Jesus offered himself as a gift of 

love. I am called to do the same, and I 
begin by praying for my students.”

We professors also asked each other 

the question, “how might our students 
be called to model Christlikeness?” 
The response that stuck with me went 
like this: “At our Christian univer-
sity our goal is not that our students 
go through their courses but that our 
courses go through our students.” 
In other words, at Redeemer, we are 
grateful for students who are open to 
the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit in the classroom.

As a professor, I know that what I 
long to do and what I actually do in my 
classroom never match up perfectly. 
That’s true for all of us: students, staff, 
faculty. But our longings are the deep-
est engine that drives our actions, and 
so I was very encouraged listening to 
the longings of my colleagues. All of us 
who follow Jesus have freely received 
from him, and have been sent out by 
him to freely give to others what we 
have received.

I invite you to look for glimpses of 
the deepest longings that live in our 
community this week. In what ways 
have others been giving to you? How 
specifically do you long to give to oth-
ers what you have received from him?

And how does he hold together the 
tangled web of longings in your own 
heart? Are there

ways you can surrender more of that 
jumbled web to Him?

October 21, 2012
7:00 p.m.

comment at thecrown.ca

Overcoming Obstacles
An interview with Anthony Ramuscak

Where were you born?

I was born on January 22, 1986, in 
Hamilton, Ontario, at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital.

Why did you choose Redeemer?

Since I was in high school I wanted to 
attend Redeemer University College 
because I knew it was deeply rooted 
on faith in Jesus Christ and His 
Word. Given my disability I am not as 
free to leave town for school, but also 
I didn’t want to go to any university 
just for the sake of going to univer-
sity. After all, God willing, I want to 
enter the priesthood and I thank God 
that even though I am faced with this 
disability He has made it possible that 
I have a local Christian university to 
go to for His glory.

Were there other universities 
you considered and why?

Yes, I had considered applying to 
Waterloo, Redeemer, and McMaster. 
It was a dream to attend Waterloo 
because, frankly, almost every priest I 
met went to Waterloo University. So I 
entertained that dream for some time, 
knowing deep down I couldn’t, physi-
cally and financially. After high school 
I went to Mohawk College and before 
I graduated I had to have a university 
already set up, so during that summer 
I made it my goal to find a university. 
Sitting in my office with my laptop I 
booked a tour at Redeemer and the 
next week at McMaster. I went to 
Redeemer and met Alexander (my 

university rep.) outside. As I went 
through the main doors my heart was 
overwhelmed by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. That moment I fell in love 
and said, “I’m at home.” McMaster 
didn’t enter my mind anymore.

What are you studying here at 
Redeemer?

I am in the Pre-Seminary Program 
here at Redeemer, with a double ma-
jor in Religion and Philosophy.

How did you become a Chris-
tian?

My family is Roman Catholic, so 
when I was little my aunt and I would 
go to church almost every day when 
she had time. I always loved going to 
church. I remember my brother and 
I would always pray with my aunt as 
she drove us anywhere because my 
mom was working. My brother and I 
became altar servers at church. I can 
say that God planted the seed in my 
heart to enter His ministry, and gave 
my aunt and family the responsibility 
to cultivate that seed to grow.

If you don’t mind me asking, 
how did you end up in a wheel-
chair?

No, not at all. I suffered a near-fatal 
stroke in 1995. I spent ten days in 
a comma and eleven months in the 
hospital. First I was admitted to Mc-
Master Hospital and after moved to 
Toronto Rehabilitation Center. After 
that they told my mom to “accept it 
and go on with her life,” so my mom 
started looking for help elsewhere 
– private doctors, therapists, and 
healing services.

How have you dealt with your 
disability?

I remember coming home from 
the hospital and lying in bed one 
Saturday morning; I wanted to move 
my legs but couldn’t and so I turned 
my head towards the crucifix on my 
wall and lashed out at God. Through 
the biter tears I cursed Him and His 
Mother Mary, contemplated commit-
ting suicide a few times and tried to 
carry it out on a number of occasions. 
I was mad at everyone around me, my 
family, myself, but God most of all. 

One day I went to school and wrote 
in my journal that I have to talk with 
a priest because of the hurt I felt. We 
went to phone the priest to come by 
the school but as my teacher finished 
leaving him the message, we saw him 
walking down the hall. The priest and 
I went in another room to talk and I 
broke down and told him everything. 
All this happened over one year. After 
this I found strength in praying the 
Rosary and it was with the help of 
Mary, Mother of God, my Queen and 
heavenly mother, that I have learned 
to pray again and fall in love with Her 
Son, Jesus Christ, once more.

What is the most difficult thing 
about being in a wheelchair?

The most difficult thing for me is 
Christmas, that calm peaceful night, 
the first snow fall. Friends whom I 
love are away at home, playing, going 
out having fun, and at least once a 
year I cry out to God, “why me?” even 
though I know better. That and wed-
dings…

What was life like growing up?

Life growing up was interesting; I 
used to leave the house at 9am, go 
out, run around, play with friends, get 
in trouble as only boys know how to 
do [laughter]… and not come in till 
8pm. At school I was in the princi-
pal’s office nearly every day… yeah, 
those were fun times [laughter]… 
What? He had a bowl of m&m’s in his 
office, so I’d have one when he wasn’t 
looking [laughter], but the VP was 
a mean one. He would always have 
us write from the Bible in detention, 
which was good but we couldn’t take 
it home and we would always lose our 
spot. Thinking back on it, I should 
have written down the chapter and 
verse; that would have helped. At the 
age of nine I suffered my stroke and a 
new chapter unfolded.

What keeps you motivated every 
day to keep going?

Honestly, my love for God is what 
keeps me going. Praying the Rosary 
is what brings me peace in this busy 
world. Am I a saint? Far from it! Not 
at all. I did some stupid stuff in my 
life, even when I knew better. I still 

do it. It’s a constant battle but I am 
not prepared to give up. As long as I 
know Christ is fighting for me, I will 
be fighting for Him!

What’s your favorite Redeemer 
memory?

I’m in my second year and look into 
things a lot; therefore I have many 
favorite memories [laughter]… but if 
I had to choose one it would be the 
dorm dinner I had last year, in Aug 
Hall, dressed up in our Sunday-best 
clothes. We had a nice big dinner and 
took pictures in the hall, elevator and 
in the Rec. Center. You know who 
you are.

You lead the Rosary devotion on 
Monday mornings. How is that 
going?

Yes, this year I am leading the Rosary 
devotion Monday mornings at 11am 
in the main prayer room. It is a great 
blessing for me leading it, but I’m 
sure it is also a blessing and comfort 
to those who participate in this devo-
tion. I will tell you, the first day lead-
ing the rosary, I set up everything and 
stepped out not realizing the time. 
(I was a minute or two late.) When I 
came in the prayer room and saw a 
handful of people waiting with their 
rosaries in hand my heart was full 
of joy. I was embarrassed, but also 
thankful to God and Our Lady.

Who’s the most important per-
son in your life?

Aside from God, my mom. She is the 
one who gave me life these 26 years 
as she cared for me and stood by me 
when I needed her the most. She 
didn’t have to but she wanted to and 
for that I thank her.

If you could have lunch with 
anyone in the world, who would 
it be and why?

I would have to say that it would be a 
dream to have lunch with the current 
Pope, Benedict XVI. The reason is 
because, as one going into the priest-
hood and religious life, to not only 
meet the Holy Father but also to sit 
down and talk with him and listen to 
his counselling is every seminarian’s 
dream.

What age were you when you 
started thinking of the priest-
hood and why?

Praise God! I was 3 or 4 years old 
when I told my family, “When I grow 
up I want to become a priest.” There 
is a memory I hold in my heart from 
before but am not at liberty to speak 
of it. There is a time and place for 
that.

What’s your favourite Music?

I love listening to music -- that is, mu-
sic that I can actually understand of 
course. I will honestly say that my fa-
vourite music I right away play on my 
iTunes is worship, be it in Croatian 
(my language) or English. Worship 
and hymns I love and can lose myself 
in listening to.

What is your favourite Bible 
Verse?

I would have to say my favourite 
Bible verse is Proverbs 18:24. I take 
friendship to heart and this verse 
spoke to me when I first read it. One 
of my favourite chapters in the Bible 
is Psalm 119 and I always strive to live 
it out in my walk with God and as I 
study to enter the priesthood.

Final question: I noticed you 
wear a cross ring on your wed-
ding finger. Is there any mean-
ing to it and why?

Yes, after I met the late Holy Father, 
blessed Pope John Paul II, when he 
came to Toronto for World Youth 
Day in July, 2002, my mom got me 
the cross ring. I had my priest bless it 
and he put it on my finger in church. 
This, for me, symbolized an engage-
ment ring or promise ring for me to 
God. Have I thought of taking it off? 
I have and I did for some time, but at 
the end of the day I am happy with 
my ring on. And so I will continue 
to wear this engagement ring on my 
finger reminding myself I am already 
called for. Will I fall and stumble? Sad 
to say I will – we all will – but with 
God’s help I will take off this engage-
ment ring and replace it with a new 
marriage ring on my ordination day 
and continue fighting the good fight 
for the glory of God.

@churchinthebox

Ben Reid
editor-in-chief
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SPIRITUALITY
Tweeting 
Meditation

2 So I remained utterly silent, 
not even saying anything good. 
But my anguish increased; 
3 my heart grew hot within me. 
While I meditated, the fire burned; 
then I spoke with my tongue 

(Psalm 39)

For the past while I have been 
meditating on the concept of meditat-
ing. I’ve come to realize how crucial it 
is to meditate on God’s word, allow-
ing Him to soak through us entirely. 
As we begin to meditate on God’s 
word it becomes a part of who we are. 
The foundations of our lives begin to 
be built on God’s truths and their ap-
plication to our lives. I often wonder 
how the wisest people I’ve come into 
contact with have such a strong grasp 
on certain truths and how they’ve 
become so knowledgeable. It doesn’t 
take a search party to see that the 
reason for their strength comes from 
their meditation on God. When we 
break away from the distractions of 
life and sit down with our Heavenly 
Father, we allow His truths to weave 
into the very fibres of our beings. 
Luke 5:16 tells us that Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places to pray. My 
question becomes: If Christ, who is 
fully God, took time to withdraw to 
lonely places to pray or meditate, why 
do we feel we are excused from this?

Anyone that has a concept of the 
internet or of our world today would 
agree with me that you can find 
whatever you’re looking for, and an 
abundance of it. Specifically, for the 
time being, I’m focusing on Christians 
who seek more. One of the great uses 
of the internet is to read blogs and 
listen to a multitude of sermons from 
great speakers around the globe who 
clearly have an anointing over their 
life. In fact the amount of resources 
we can find that allow us to build 
our faith in God are so numerous 
we aren’t even able to count them. 
I, along with so many other Chris-
tians, find the internet to be a great 
way of learning more about our God 
and to be guided in my own medita-
tions. I find Twitter specifically to be 
a great source for quick “nuggets” 
of encouragement and wisdom. I 
follow many great mentors and men 
of God on Twitter, seeking to gain 
knowledge. From Twitter I’m opened 
to others’ opinions, even more blogs, 
even more sermons and even more 

great ideas. We live during an exciting 
time and have so much information, 
teaching, and opportunity right at our 
fingertips.

As our Pastor wraps up an extraor-
dinary message that applies to our 
lives we may be thinking of how it ap-
plies to our current situation. We pull 
our phones out in the five minutes 
following the message and check our 
Twitter or Facebook; new quotes and 
new thoughts push the message right 
out of our minds. As we head home 
and catch up on some of our favourite 
blogs we are again filled with more 
viewpoints and thoughts to chew on. 
Podcasts, books, school, devotions, 
they’re all great resources that fuel 
our hunger for more.

Although I fear as a generation we 
are beginning to fall into tweeting 
meditation. With so many resources 
and knowledge out there I wonder if 
we actually have any time to meditate 
on anything at all?

I’m not ignorant or naïve to the 
fact that there are a lot of Christians 
who aren’t like this but I’m suggesting 
a balance to Christians who hunger 
for more of God. Hunger for God is 
not a bad thing, but eating an unbal-
anced proportion of one food group 
may prove to make us sick. Overeat-
ing in one area may not be the best 
option for feeding our hunger. I want 
to challenge anyone reading this to 
balance out your search for more of 
God with the lonely place. Let’s not 
fool ourselves by thinking we are the 
strongest while consuming as much 
of others revelation as we can but ne-
glecting our own time with God and 
His personal revelation to us. You can 
probably read 60 Tweets a minute 
and their lasting effects are probably 
just as long. The place of meditation, 
the prayer closet, the lonely place, 
that is where we grow, that is our 
balance, that is where our desire for 
more of God will truly, or completely, 
be satisfied. More resources aren’t the 
answer, more one-on-One is.

Don’t fall into tweeting meditation 
but instead dwell on what God will 
reveal in your own lonely place. Don’t 
let godly conversations, worship 
music or books about Christianity 
replace prayer, personal worship 
and reading of God’s word. A lot of 
Christians treat their walk with God 
like they do twitter; they hit follow, 
but only allow His voice to be one of 
the many.

Brandon Richardson

Highly Misunderstood 
Yet Characteristically 
Christian: Free Will

On October 3rd the Redeemer 
Apologetics club headlined the begin-
ning of another year with a good 
old-fashioned debate. The topic, 
something only a Christian university 
can dare approach, was free will. I say 
only a Christian university can dare 
approach the topic because from any 
other worldview, whether its adher-
ents realize it or not, actual free will 
approaches heresy.

Before the debating began, the 
discussion immediately centralized 
on the significance of free will for 
Christianity. Whereas many people 
with many different worldviews will 
talk about free will, Christianity is 
the only worldview that can do so 
consistently. Christianity is the only 
worldview where a free will can exist 
at all. (There’s something you can use 
against those who claim all religions 
are the same.) In Islam, people do not 
have a free will. One simply does what 
Allah has directly caused them to do. 
In Buddhism… well nothing actually 
exists and everything you think exists 
is an illusion, so that makes it very 
hard for a free will to actually exist. 
In Hinduism everything is an illusion 
once again. We are all part of the 
great oneness that is the Brahma. 
Since everything is an illusion, free 
will must be too. The same is true for 
all other religions out there.

But what about the so-called 
non-religious worldviews? Can they 
support a free will? Not a chance.

Atheism cannot have a free will 
either. Consistent atheists realize 
this. Sam Harris has even written 
a book on the non-existence of free 
will. In atheism all humans are can be 
reduced to the information contained 
within DNA. (Where the information 
came from is another story.) This 
means everything you say and do is 
conditioned by your DNA reacting to 
the environment around you. This is 
called biological determinism, and it 
negates the existence of free will.

Christianity on the other hand can 
support the existence of a free will. 
In fact the coherency of our world-
view depends on it. Sin presupposes 
that free moral agents willingly and 
knowingly disobeyed a law. If man 
does not have a free will, then no man 
ever sinned. So what is this free will 

that man has that is necessary for our 
worldview? This is an extremely im-
portant question, one that the church 
has been debating for centuries. Con-
sidering the responses to the question 
that have come out through the ages, 
it hinges on the salvation issue. Does 
man have any say in his salvation? 
Depending on your view of free will 
the answer could go either way.

There have been three answers 
from within the church on the ques-
tion of man’s involvement in his 
salvation. One is declaredly anti-
Christian. The other two is where the 
debate has been raging.

The first view is called Pelagianism. 
It comes from a man called Pelagius, 
a teacher in the early church, who 
said salvation was completely up to 
man and that God could intervene 
if He liked, but He wasn’t needed. 
This is clearly not what Christianity 
teaches and the early church fathers 
identified Pelagianism as a heresy.

The second view is semi-Pela-
gianism which claims that salvation 
comes from God, but man, using his 
free will, has to accept it. God has to 
allow man to freely choose salvation; 
otherwise man would not freely love 
God. This view had been supported 
by men like the Christian Humanist 
Erasmus, the Wesley Brothers, and 
Jacobus Arminius, father of Armini-
anism.

The third view is called Augustini-
anism which claims that salvation 
comes from God who chooses those 
who will receive it because, without 
God, no man would be able to receive 
it. In man’s depraved state he does 
not want God, only the things of God, 
and so God in his love and mercy 
elected some to salvation. This view 
has been supported by men like St. 
Augustine, Martin Luther, John Cal-
vin, and Jonathan Edwards.

It is among the second and third 
views that the debates over man’s free 
will have been occurring. (Today the 
debate is more commonly referred 
to as the Calvinism vs. Arminian-
ism debate, Calvinism representing 
Augustinianism and Arminianism 
representing semi-Pelegianism.) This 
is the debate that the Apologetics 
group dealt with. So what does either 
side say about free will? The semi-
Pelagians say free will is man’s ability 
to choose against his desires. Man, in 

his fallen state, mostly desires evil. 
However, he can choose good, against 
those desires, when God offers it to 
him.

The Augustinians on the other 
hand say that man’s free will is his 
ability to choose what he wants. Man 
in his fallen state desires evil and he 
does evil. Because of this man cannot 
change his fallen nature. God has to 
regenerate man. After man is regener-
ated he will desire good and therefore 
can do good. Here’s the rub though. 
Regenerated man is not completely 
good. He still has his old nature in 
him. This is what Paul refers to when 
he says, “The evil I will not to do, that 
I practice” (Romans 7:19). There is a 
war inside of the Christian man be-
tween the new man and the old man. 
The Augustinian view of free will says 
that whatever man, old or new, has 
the stronger desires is the one that 
will win out in this battle. That is why 
Christians ought to continually seek 
after God in prayer and actions. It 
is so that the new man will become 
the one with the stronger desires and 
eventually there will be no desires 
from the old man.

So which view of free will is 
correct? Well depending on your 
denominational background, you’ve 
probably already decided. I however 
don’t care for either view. As a Calvin-
ist, I believe that the Augustinian 
view is correct. However, I don’t care 
for the term “free will” that either side 
(sometimes more reluctantly on the 
Augustinian side) uses. What use is a 
free will that will freely choose evil? 
To me, that doesn’t seem like freedom 
at all. To me freedom isn’t being able 
to choose what you want or against 
what you want. Freedom is being 
able to choose what God wants you 
to choose. Freedom is slavery. But 
not just to anybody. Freedom, like 
Paul writes, is slavery to righteous-
ness. I think the gift of salvation is 
also the gift of a truly free will. In our 
fallen nature we were slaves to our 
desires, “By nature children of wrath” 
(Ephesians 2:3). But now our wills 
have been set free so that we can be 
slaves to Christ. It is as Christ said, 
“If you abide in My word, you are my 
disciples indeed. And you shall know 
the truth, and the truth will set you 
free” (John 8:3,32). That is a freedom 
we can all celebrate.

MICHAEL EMMANUEL

University of Windsor removes convoca-
tion prayer after lobbying by atheist group

WINDSOR (CUP) — The prayers 
of atheists have been answered by 
the University of Windsor with the 
removal of Christian prayer from 
convocation ceremonies in favour of a 
personal moment of reflection.
Holly Ward, chief communications 
officer for the university, confirmed 
the change.
“It’s definitely a tradition of the Uni-
versity of Windsor to use a prayer, as 
it has been a tradition to use prayers 
at most universities nationwide,” she 
said. “Having a moment of reflection 
is not unusual. It’s changed because 
we have a changing campus. We have 
a lot of diversity on our campus … we 
want to make sure you feel included.”
“The decision was made at the presi-

dent [Alan Wildeman’s] level because 
concerns had come to his office,” 
Ward added.
Shawna Scott, student and president 
of the Windsor-Essex County Atheist 
Society, had lobbied for the prayer’s 
removal and feels validated by recent 
decision.
“I’m really proud of the university for 
making this change,” she said.
Scott challenged the line of the 
convocation prayer, which refers to 
an “eternal God” as “the source of all 
goodness, discipline and knowledge,” 
explaining that, “The end result of us 
graduating is a product of our hard 
work, support from our family and 
friends and everyone working really 
hard to build our own success. To 
us, it doesn’t come from a deity … it 
makes it really awkward to be there 
and feel excluded like that.”
Scott founded the atheist group in 

2010. Its 170 members fundraise 
for charities and provide a network 
of non-believers with resources and 
support.
“The sentiment of a prayer is a 
beautiful one,” said Paul Anderson, 
a member of the atheist society. 
“However, it’s impossible to write it 
in such a way that can accommodate 
all faiths, including those who don’t 
believe in god.”
“Or even those who believe in more 
than one god,” Scott added.
Scott first expressed concerns about 
the prayer following her undergradu-
ate graduation in 2010 and again in 
2011 in formal letters to university. 
She never received a reply from 
administration. In preparation for 
the fall 2012 convocation ceremony, 
where Scott would be recognized 
for obtaining her master’s degree, 
she wrote the university once more, 

suggesting a moment of personal 
reflection as an alternative to the 
traditional prayer.
A month after the letter was sent, 
Ward confirmed the change to The 
Lance.
According to the new script, Reverend 
Mary Templer of the University Com-
munity Church will ask the graduates 
to, “Take a moment to reflect on those 
who guided you along your path of 
learning, to appreciate our families, 
our teachers, our peers, the world in 
which we live and all that inspires us.”

“There’s another piece that people 
miss,” pointed out Kaye Johnson, 
director of the university’s hu-
man rights office. “There is a lot of 
diversity within Christianity and the 
type of prayer is not reflective of all 
of Christianity. There was discomfort 
that’s not only within people who 

have a different faith, but also of 
Christian faith.”
“The thing with public prayer in a 
context like that, it also imposes 
words onto people,” Johnson said, 
explaining that even those who wish 
to pray at convocation cannot choose 
what is being prayed to and why.
Jordan Legg of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship is not troubled 
by the change. “I’m more concerned 
about people actually engaging with 
who Jesus is and loving him com-
pletely with their words and actions 
rather than giving him lip service at a 
convocation ceremony,” he said.
Legg explained that his group talks 
about Christianity with students on 
campus, and for him “teaching others 
to love Jesus” is more important than 
maintaining a campus tradition.

Darryl Gallinger 
The Lance 

University of Windsor
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Our BIGGEST
Tire Sale EVER!

All Brands On Sale including: 
Goodyear, Dunlop, Michelin, 
Bridgestone and more.

Visit us in-store or get an 
instant quote from our website: 

glendalemotors.ca

407 Wilson Street E, Ancaster, ON

905-648-4113  
Get an instant quote from our website: glendalemotors.ca

GOOD BETTER BEST 
Dunlop Signature II Goodyear Assurance Fuel Max Goodyear Assurance ComforTred

Plus! Ask about Tire Storage for only $60 and Our Great Winter Tire & Wheel Packages.
Sale ends October 31, 2012.

P185/65R14 P185/65R14
*(including $15  
Instant Rebate)

P215/70R15
*(including $20  
Instant Rebate)

$92.94from

per tire $109.31from

per tire* $127.54from

per tire*

Our BIGGEST Tire Sale EVER!

(CUP) — Puzzles provided by 
BestCrosswords.com. Used 
with permission. Please print 
the above statement with the 
puzzle.

Across 
1- Addition column; 
5- Express; 
8- Downfall; 
12- Monetary unit of Lesotho; 
13- Judges’ garments; 
15- Not _ many words; 
16- _ kleine Nachtmusik; 
17- Customary; 
18- Very dry champagne; 
19- Mum’s mum; 
22- Clean air org.; 
23- Where some vets served; 
24- _ vu; 
26- Stage plays; 
29- Pretended; 
31- Driver’s aid; 
32- Monetary unit of Zambia; 
34- Jack; 
36- _ browns; 
38- 71% is under water; 
40- Abba of Israel; 
41- Fuming sulphuric acid; 
43- Gives a 9.8, say; 
45- Old Ford; 
46- Peace salutation; 

48- Federal soldier in the Civil 
War; 
50- Pealed; 
51- 1950 film noir classic; 
52- Brit’s raincoat; 
54- Woman who sails a yacht; 
61- Bounce back;
 63- Bullwinkle, e.g.; 
64- Gammy; 
65- Nothing, in Nantes; 
66- Dole out; 
67- Monogram ltr.; 
68- Corm of the taro; 
69- Loser to DDE; 
70- Capone’s nemesis;

Down 
1- Designer Cassini; 
2- Film _ ; 
3- Gas burner or Sicilian 
volcano; 
4- Yellowish brown pigment; 
5- Fair; 
6- Adjoin; 
7- Casual assent; 
8- Curved bone; 
9- Illegible; 
10- The jig _!; 
11- _ bene; 
13- Fossick; 
14- Snow conveyances; 
20- Ruin; 

21- Smell; 
25- Sixth month of the year; 
26- Trades; 
27- Investigated; 
28- Body of honeybees; 
29- Minor; 
30- Egg-shaped; 
31- Howe’er; 
33- Baseball stat; 
35- Break off; 
37- Hawaiian native dance; 
39- Earphone; 
42- Numerous; 
44- Reason to cancel school; 
47- Brightly colored lizard; 
49- Fine white clay; 
52- Nothing more than; 
53- Biting; 
55- Soft drink; 
56- Gap; 
57- General _ chicken; 
58- Long luxuriant hair; 
59- French friends; 
60- Devices for fishing; 
62- Lennon’s lady;

eat Fresh at  

Purchase any deli sandwich and 
receive a FREE Medium Fair Trade 

Coffee from ReFresh

Discount coupon good for one free medium fair 
trade coffee with the purchase of any deli 
sandwich (Excludes the Toonie Tuesday 

specials). Coupon must be surrendered at time 
of purchase. Coupon valid for one purchase only. 

Valid until November 9, 2012.

ReFresh strives to provide healthy food choices and we 
hope that you will take advantage of this special offer! 


