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Revamping the H.A. Position
Will Second Years Go Rogue?

Kristen Borgdorff
Reporter
Imagine having to be responsible to encourage and facilitate a community within your residence as well as having to
hold your friends accountable for their actions. This is the
curent reality of being a Housing Advisor (HA).
The current HA position is a challenge of balancing friendships, leadership, and community living, while trying to
maintain classes and extra-curricular activities. Many HAs
struggle to find a balance, and for this reason, we can expect to see change next year.
Student Life has recently announced that they are modifying the HA position with the hopes to better accommodate
second-year housing. Hennie Schoon, Dean of Students,
was adamant on ensuring that the current second-year
housing advisors are doing a great job, and that this change
is not on a comment on their job performance.
Student Life wants the upcoming changes to create an environment that continues to support community living and
learning with the integration of faith. For the new HA position, Student Life has decided to have third- or fourth-year
students serve in this capacity, being mentors and facilitators of devotional and community life for second-year residences.
This means that there will not be any Student Life staff
members living with second-year students; rather, the vision is that two HAs will be living with two Residence Life
Facilitators (RLFs) in each of the corner dorms (located
at the end of the townhouse rows). HAs will be available
for second-year students to seek out, and they will also be
integrated in their lives, largely through activities such as
facilitating weekly devotions.
Second year can be a time when students are working
through a lot of big questions. What do they want their ma-
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jor to be? Who do they want to be friends with? How do
they feel about God, and what does their relationship with
Him look like?
Over the years, Student Life has noticed that many secondyear students seek out their Residence Advisor (RA) from
first year for advice, and for this reason Student Life is hoping that the new HA position will continue that mentorship
relationship and encourage the deepening of that discipleship. Where possible, previous RAs who are taking on the
HA role will be assigned to dorms with which relationships
have already been established.
This change in Residence Life recognizes that second-year
students do not need to have an RA living with them to assist them in transitioning from high school to university;
rather, this role allows the HA to be in a close proximity to
offer support, while simultaneously recognizing the independence of second-year students. The motivation behind
this new role is to offer greater and more fitting support to
second years.
While Student Life is optimistic about the planned modifications to the current system, there seem to be several major concerns with this new position that have been brought
up and that the Student Life staff are aware of.
The first is that, without having someone who lives in the
dorm that is responsible for holding the other dorm members accountable, there is an impending question regarding how policies will continue to be enforced.
Schoon stated, “The goal of this idea is to encourage continued internalization of motivations, rather than relying
as heavily on external enforcement.
“That’s part of the progression of residence life too. You
can see this in first year — there is more accountability,
there’s more direct relationship. In the second year — it

is intended to increase independence, self-accountability,
and peer-accountability. And then in third and fourth year,
if you are on campus, there is no Residence Life staff with
you anymore; there’s one or two in the building. The hope
is that students, as they mature, will increase their ability
to self-govern their decisions.”
All that said, Student Life is hoping to operate from a standpoint of trust. Their hope is that students will recognize the
community that they have agreed to be a part of, and that
abiding by policy is part of that recognition.
A second concern regards the new setup for dorm devotions. Student Life recognizes that this is an important part
of community life at Redeemer. The HA will be responsible
for investing into the spiritual lives of the second-year students. There will still be facilitated devotions together in
the residence, and the expectation is that the dorm members would get together with the HA. The HA would do
more facilitating at the beginning of the year, and then as
the year progressed, the goal is that the second years would
be taking initiative to lead devotions themselves.
A third concern that Student Life has recognized is a potential for a high risk of burnout among HAs. For this reason,
Student Life is being intentional in ensuring that they will
be attentive and aware to the needs of the people that take
on this new role.
HAs will not be carrying everyone’s personal struggles on
their own shoulders. Rather, when someone comes to an
HA with their challenges, the HA is likely to work through
things with them to a point, then encouraging the second
year to seek out further support from the Residence Director (RD).
(Continued on Page 4)
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Tidbits from the Team
A Letter from the Editors

We don’t know about you guys, but we are feelin’ it. “It” being the thick of winter and the
thickening load of the semester. That’s why we’ve decided to share some tidbits of encouragement to stick in your pocket as you go about the balancing act.
“Let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters
will not reach them” (Psalm 32:6). Being productive and studying and trying to do school
well are all good things — but as important as they are, don’t let them come between you and
time spent with God. Putting Him first is the most life-giving thing you can do, and you can
trust that He’ll provide the time and energy to get school stuff done. And even if you don’t
get an A on your midterm, you just got to spend time with the God of all things, so I’d say it’s
100% worth it.
— Lynn
Pick up a pen. Pick up that unused journal setting at the bottom of your nightstand. Write
a poem. Think about it. Make it personal. From your brain to words on paper; make it you.
— Emma
During this time of the year some people really battle with their mental health. Don’t forget
to look for warning signs in your friends and to take care of yourself.
— Kristen
Learning can be difficult, and having the courage to do so can be too; remember that you’re
not alone. “But no one except Lucy knew that as it circled the mast it had whispered to her,
“Courage, dear heart,” and the voice, she felt sure, was Aslan’s.” — C.S. Lewis
— Josh
A friend recently shared a quote by Max Lucado, who said: “Our prayers may be awkward.
Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not
in the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference.” Prayer is simultaneously the most
powerful and most accessible thing we have. Taking this to heart, I’m realizing, makes all the
difference!
— Elise

The Crown is Redeemer University’s campus
newspaper, published monthly. As a platform
for the student voice, it provides space for
questions, insight, challenges and discoveries
concerning our school, city, and world – all in
relation to our real and growing faith in Jesus.

The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those
of Redeemer University College’s student body, faculty, or
administration.
The Crown is published by students seven times per academic year
and is funded by the students of Redeemer University College as well
as by advertising, but is dedicated to the broader college community.

CONTACT:

thecrown@redeemer.ca
Crown Office
777 Garner Road East
Ancaster, ON L9K 1J4
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Student Senate Is Calling You!
Make Money and an Impact

IN THIS ISSUE
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KENNAN BENJAMINS
VP OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
How will you pay for Redeemer University? How can
you gain experience to get a job? And how can you leave
an impact on your community in a way that reflects
Christ’s calling for you?
Without meaning to be assumptive and overconfident, I
am certain this article will definitely provide an answer:
Redeemer Student Senate. Wait! Please hear me out, I
may be self-flattering and attempting to defend my personal choices at Redeemer due to a deep-set insecurity
from grade school, but I do still believe I am right, and I
hope for your sake that you will hear me out.
First, Student Senate is a viable option for helping to pay
off Redeemer or at least provide pocket cash for your
weekly late-night McDonald’s. Simply described, sitting
on the Student Senate is a job paying from $1000 to
$3500 per academic year. Now, after having been at Redeemer for awhile, I hope you realize that a job is a calling and has a multiplicity of implications — but again,
sitting on Student Senate is a job that pays.
Second, Student Senate pays you with more than just
money: it gives hard-to-find experience. They say that
responsibility is one of the best teachers, and Student
Senate certainly provides that. For employers, one of
the hardest things to find is an employee who knows
how to act as an adult. Yes, that fabled “adulting” that
your ironic social media posts discuss. Being an adult as
in knowing how to project manage, take responsibility
for your actions, and act reasonably with other people
all while not being micromanaged. Call it easy, but it’s
not. It takes experience and practice — why do you think
high school was a painful experience? It was a bunch
of people, including yourself, who were just learning to
“adult.”
On Student Senate, you are treated as an adult in more
ways than just attitude, but with the amount of responsibility and flexibility you are given in your job. Every
week you meet with ten other people your age and
perform jobs you used to associate with your parents,
teachers, or elders. You hear their reports and learn to
weigh in on what they’ve been doing in useful ways. In
addition, you share what you have been doing in your
own role. If your job was the exact same every year you
wouldn’t have to report on it, but due to the flexibility of
your role, it really becomes your own.
Again, this type of experience sounds easy to gain, but in
reality it takes practice. Student Senate is an opportunity to find that experience; you practice in a job-like setting how to project manage, take responsibility, and act

reasonably with actual people that you see every week.
Lastly, on Student Senate you have the ability to make
a big difference on campus and hopefully make a difference in people’s lives and their greater communities.
Student Senate is an essential role in maintaining the
health of the broader community of Redeemer.
You communicate with our local MPs, MPPs, and
schools, working towards bettering each other. You work
with the deans to ensure that classes are going well. You
organize events to facilitate the discipleship and community of Redeemer. You work with the many clubs on
campus and help them succeed in their goals, from coordinating meetings with staff and faculty to providing
funding. Student Senate is a catalyst to ensure that the
many student-related parts of Redeemer are thriving.
I admit that Student Senate is not the calling for everyone, but if what you read seems to match your wheelhouse of talents and/or interests, perhaps you should
meditate on this opportunity. Over the past month, I
have heard many conversations about finding your call
or discerning God’s will for you. Consider this a call, and
let your response be shaped by thoughtful Christian reflection by being soaked in the Word, prayer, and discussion.
The secret things belong to the Lord (Deuteronomy
29:29): use what the Lord has revealed to you in the
Bible and in your life experiences, and use the discerning character the Lord has blessed you with; don’t waste
time searching for a secret meanings or signs, simply
discern with what has been revealed.
On that note, if you have any questions about Student
Senate please email senate@redeemer.ca. If you have
any broader questions about finding your vocational
calling, stop by CELC by the front desk where they specialize in walking students through the process of finding a job. Student Senate is not the only option: you have
the Crown, Church in the Box, and many other options
within and outside of Redeemer.
Finally, if you have any qualms about this article, please
email me at kbenjamins@redeemer.ca. I am interested
in both taking responsibility for this project and in learning how to better communicate with my community.
Sincerely,
Kennan Benjamins
Vice President of Student Affairs
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Residence Life Changes
The Details and the Hopes

(Continued from front page)
One of the hopes of this new position is that it will bridge
the gap between RDs and second-year students. The RDs
are a wonderful group of people that are fully equipped to
assist students in many areas of life; in the past they have
worked more directly with the Residence Life staff. The
hope is that they will now work with students more directly
as well.

A final clarification that is important to note is that the HA
role is not being changed because of financial reasons. HAs

The final concern that Student Life is battling is how to ensure that second years still have an opportunity for leadership within Student Life. The current HA position was a
position that was a stepping stone into working with the
Residence Life staff. Many students would start as a HA in
second year, then become a RA, and then some would go
on to be a RLF.

Ever since Schoon has been working at Redeemer, she has
been eager to see a change in the HA position. She quickly
recognized the difficulties and the challenges that come
with peer-leadership. The process of changing this position
has been in the works for quite some time now, and much
thought has been put into it. Student Life staff are excited
to encourage independence while continuing to offer support to second-year students with the new HA role that will
be implemented next fall.

Now that the HA position is only open to third- and fourthyear students, the second years are at a lack of opportunity
for leadership roles in this area of our community. Student
Life is discussing the possibility of allowing second-year
students to RA, as well as looking at other ways to get second years involved.

will be making significantly more money next year than
they are making this year; this is because they will be responsible for more students. The RA role will still be paid
more than the HA role.

Students are always welcome to contact anyone from Student Life if they have any questions or just want to talk.

The Ski Trip Awakens

Vets and Newcomers Alike Set out to “Shred the Gnar”

Greg loerts
Ski club president
At 6:50 AM on a Saturday, 32 bleary-eyed students boarded
a bus and headed to Blue Mountain for a day of shredding
the slopes. The back of the bus was stacked with personalities; well-loved snowboards and skis that bore the scars of
their owners’ passion. The group of students ranged from
decade-long veterans to first-time newbies- but nobody
cared about experience. Everybody was along for one reason: to have a sick time.
The Redeemer Ski Trip has been three years in the making,
starting with two first-year students with a dream of uniting skiers and snowboarders throughout Redeemer. With
the creation of the Redeemer Ski Club in 2016, the dream
became even more real- and then, with funding from Student Senate, the ski trip was finally given the green light in
the 2017-18 academic year.
When asked to comment on the ski trip, co-founder of the
Redeemer Ski Club, Nathaniel de Vries, said “I’m super
pumped that we could finally get so many people who have
never gone before on the slopes, and it’s awesome that so
many people enjoyed their time.” Everyone involved in organizing the ski trip shared this sentiment- they’re all so
happy that everyone was able to come and enjoy a day on
the hill.
This wasn’t just a trip for experienced veterans, either. The
manageable price of $55 rentals for the day brought several newcomers to the hill, with positive results. In typical
snowboarder fashion, Matthew Carney said “I tried snowboarding for the first time. I crashed and burned, but I had

a good time doing it.” The Redeemer Ski Trip is a great way
to get into skiing and snowboarding, and perhaps make it a
regular occurrence throughout your winters.
Those that came along were so glad they came, even afterwards. In bumpy (And rather unsafe) interviews on the
way back, students had nothing but positives to say about
the trip. The community aspect of the trip was really on
display.
“It was fun to go with your friends.” said Allison Bos, a first
year. Adrian Faber, an avid snowboarder, explained “This
was the first time I’ve been out this year, and it just reminded me of how much fun snowboarding was.”
The Ski Trip was also great for relieving stress. Regular
boarder (even with a broken leg) David Betson said “Yeah,
It’s about the stress relief. I often find that I’m preoccupied
worrying about school or my future. When I’m boarding,
I’m in that moment. Sometimes it’s really hard to be in that
moment, and when you’re boarding you’re just present and
with your friends, and conversing. It’s the ability to be in
the here and now and share that moment with my friends.”
So True.
Students can often feel overwhelmed and overworked, and
the Redeemer Ski Trip was a great way to help students
get that break. Robin Chan, another student on the trip,
straight up raved that “After a week of hitting the books, it
felt good to go shred the Gnar.” While the skiers and snow-

boarders on the trip may not have been legendary enough
to truly use the term ‘Shred the Gnar,’ the exuberance that
ripping down a slope is something that cannot be really
imitated by anything else.
Overall, the Redeemer Ski Trip was a huge success. Everyone loved what they did, and woke up the next day sore,
but satisfied. Even those who were a little hesitant in signing up at the beginning were super glad that they did after
the trip, with John Rozema saying “I wasn’t really sure if I
wanted to go, money was tight, but ... at the end of the day
it was totally worth it.’ It totally was worth it, and we’re all
so psyched to rip it up next year.
On a personal note, this ski trip has been something I have
been working towards for my time at Redeemer, and it was
incredible for everything to fall into place. Lots of hard
work and long hours went into planning this, and this ski
trip wouldn’t be possible without dedicated students taking
time to help me set this up.
When founding the Redeemer Ski Club, this kind of community was my dream. I want to see Redeemer students
loving their time skiing and snowboarding, and the overwhelmingly positive response I got from the students on
this trip made it totally worthwhile. If anyone wants to get
involved in the Redeemer Ski Club on a more regular basis,
feel free to join the “Redeemer Ski Club” page on Facebook!
That’s it for me, hope to see you all hitting some gnarly
runs in the future.
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Gareth Inkster’s Last Year
A Project Seven Years in the Making

Gareth Inkster is a twenty-six-year-old singer-songwriter from Hamilton. A Redeemer Alumnus, Inkster has spent the past seven years living downtown Hamilton, performing
extensively with various local acts, including The Good Hunters, Scott Orr, Timid, the Brave, James Hoffman, Jennifer Budd, and more. For the past several months, Gareth has
focused his attention more intentionally on the production of his own music.
With a seven-track EP in the works, set to drop in the next few months, the first-fruits of this musical endeavour are the single “Last Year.” Available everywhere now, “Last Year”
has already garnered some notable success in its first week, a significant accomplishment being a feature on the show In the Key of C on CBC Radio 1.
Eager to learn more about Gareth and his project, the Crown hit him up for some added insight. Read on to learn more about Last Year before you look it up on Spotify, Apple
Music, Bandcamp — or wherever it is that you get your tunes — and have a listen.
elise arsenault
editor-in-chief
When did you graduate from RUC, and what did
you study?
I graduated from Redeemer in May of 2015. By the time
of my graduation, I was majoring in Religion/Theology
and minoring in English; however, I meandered my way
through several fields of study, having begun in Music with
an interest in Psychology. I had previously studied classical piano at Mohawk for a semester before transferring to
Redeemer.
What have you been up to since then?
As far as employment is concerned, I spent a year in Landscape/Construction before taking a job as an administrative assistant at a prison ministry, where I worked for a
year and a half. I’m now the music teacher at Hamilton
District Christian High School, which is fantastic.
On the side, however, I’ve been constantly recording and
performing with various local acts. Other Songs Music Co.
has a great community around it, and many of the records/
acts I’ve played on/with have been born out of that community.
How did this become the time to focus on sharing
your own music?
Conceptually, I’ve been working on my own project for the
past seven years. It wasn’t until the past year and a bit that
I realized a) how much time was passing, how quickly, and
b) that I was probably sabotaging myself and neglecting to
take the responsibility required to make a record out of a
sense of inadequacy.
I took refuge in a quote from G.K. Chesterton: “If a thing is
worth doing, it is worth doing badly.” Often, when it comes
to creative endeavours, we operate under the assumption

that we need to produce things which are as good as they
are in our fantasies, and we resent ourselves for achieving
anything less. The quote really helps me to get past that
nonsense and just take joy in creating. Really, the alternative to being vulnerable and sharing is being clammed up
and resentful of others, so it was high time I made something of my own.
What unifies the EP’s seven songs?
Like the single, the EP will be called Last Year. This is in
part because the record documents various events and
ideas which were key plot points to the past year of my life.
Funnily enough, only two of the songs were truly written in
the last year, but the themes and patterns ring true.
It essentially encapsulates a relationship of mine, from inauspicious young beginnings to a more matured and wiser
fallout, ending with a final song which serves as a benediction and epilogue of sorts. Don’t worry though, it’s not just
a bunch of love songs. There’s a bunch of philosophizing/
thinking-out-loud on there too.
Tell us about the instrumentation.
The single is primarily just a rock band, but the songs
develop from there in a bunch of directions. There is one
stripped tune which is just a live recording of me in the studio playing piano and singing — it’s a lullaby, really.
There’s one which is mostly just finger-picked guitar; there
are a few string quartets which pop up here and there;
there’s one song in particular which essentially features an
orchestra (my best rendition of one with the instruments I
have), and the guitar solos are done in a variety of different styles. I’m pretty proud of the breadth and depth of the
thing.

What hopes do you have for your listeners? How
can we stay in the loop?
I don’t have a lot of specific hopes that are make or break
— I just hope that people will listen and enjoy. In my estimation, the songs are thought provoking, so I hope people
will subject themselves to the questions they ask. I do also
hope that people will approach them with an open mind.
The rest of the record is not a whole lot like the single, for
better or worse.
As far as staying in the loop is concerned, I’m on all the social media platforms — Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, etc.
I’ll be sure to post updates there, but listeners should also
definitely follow me on Spotify or Apple Music, etc. if they
want to keep up with the latest.
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Humans of Redeemer
EMMA ROORDA
Reporter
In 2010, a man by the name of Brandon Stanton began a photographic project in
New York City that would grow to become a #1 New York Times bestseller and
photo blog boasting over 15 million followers worldwide. Initially, Stanton set
out to create what he calls “an exhaustive catalogue of New York City’s inhabitants,” comprised of 10,000 photos plotted across a city map.

Highlighting eight Redeemer Students and Faculty each month, the Crown
seeks to mimic Stanton’s idea on campus by asking a thoughtful or fun question, followed by taking a candid photo of the student, staff or faculty member
included in each issue. We know that stories are powerful, so the goal here is to
further uncover our own.

The concept took on a different form, however, as he began collecting pieces
of conversation had with those he photographed. Photo captions would soon
become as vital as the shots themselves, and, together, make for a captivating
stream of stories, he entitled, ‘Humans of New York.’

Scripture tells us to rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who
mourn, share the word of our testimony, and give glory to God in every season.
This column is simply another means to do so and remind ourselves that our
King, Jesus, is the ultimate author and finisher of our faith.

In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, what would be your ideal date?

My ideal date for Valentine’s Day would
be to go the falls around Hamilton and
hang around there. It would be neat
to see all the beautiful ice forming. Me
and my girlfriend have actually gone
and done this, not recently though. In
the winter, the walk would probably be
different, kind of cold. If you had asked
me this question in the summer, I would
have had more options. Maybe I would
have said canoeing or kayaking.

My husband and I enjoy visiting local
restaurants and unique breweries in
Hamilton. We love trying out new and
different foods as well as craft beers.
It’s a relaxing and exciting way to spend
some quality time with each other!

I guess the ideal date for me would be
going to a Toronto Maple Leafs game.
Then we could chill in Toronto for the
day. Maybe we could go and see the CN
Tower before the puck drop. Also going
to the malls and shops in the city would
be fun.

My ideal date is probably going on
a hike to a waterfall, even though it
would be cold this time of year. I love
hiking, and waterfalls are just beautiful.
Hamilton has a lot of nice waterfalls,
so it would be a local waterfall around
here. Actually, I went on a date like this
last summer!

Valentine’s Day date? Probably just not
crying in my room… alone. Yup.

Tattoos. We would go for matching
tattoos. I would go to a tattoo parlour
with her, get a little tat. We’d get the
half and half ones — like when I would
hold her hand, it would make a face. So
then, cause we have matching tattoos,
we would go to a photo booth in the mall
and take a photo with our new tattoos.

Oh goodness… hiking. Hiking is fun,
me and my boyfriend like doing that.
On our very first date, the two of us got
lost in the woods while hiking. That was
probably my favourite date ever. It was
funny, not romantic at all really — we
couldn’t figure out which way to go! I
think it was really good as a first date,
because we got to see each other at our
“most getting annoyed” time!

First Date!? Raptors game. Everyone
likes basketball. Then we would probably go to the bar after. What’s that big
bar right beside the stadium? I forget
what its called… Real Sports Bar? Yeah. I
would take her to that sports bar to hang
out. Oh, and Happy Valentines Day to all
the single ladies out there!
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Students Host Fundraiser for Restavek Freedom Haiti
“Good Games, Good Food, Good Friends, Good Cause”

EMMA ROORDA
REPORTER
The recent fundraising event held by Redeemer’s Global
Workplace Justice Club was more than just your average
bake sale. While there was a plethora of delectable baked
goods to be bought, sugary treats were not the only thing
drawing eager students to the Commons on the evening of
January 27.
The fundraiser was a social night, including community
board games, live music presented by local Redeemer students, rich coffee to warm you up if you were feeling cold,
and some citrusy virgin punch if you were feeling a bit hot.
Why all of these jamming activities in one place, you ask?
The entire event was a way to advocate and raise money for
an organization called Restavek Freedom. This grassroots
organization is located in the country of Haiti and works
toward abolishing child slavery in the region.
In the Haitian national language of Creole, the word
“restavek” refers to a child who has been forced to live as a
enslaved domestic servant to a foreign family. Its seemingly comforting English translation “to stay with” actually has
very ugly connotations attached. The Restavek Freedom
website describes the word as a child who is “staying with

another person or extended family member [and] is treated
as property and exploited for labor.” The organization aims
to release the Haitian children who have been brutally victimized and labeled as “restavek,” bringing them renewed
hope and a brighter future.
Colene Jansen, the Global Workplace Justice Club President, explains that part of the goal of Restavek Freedom
is to “help Haitian families realize that having domestic
slaves is very a detrimental practise.” It is about changing
the status quo and transforming the victimizing cultural
stigmas that go along with child slavery in the country.
The evening was a happy success, raising over $300. These
donations will be sent directly to the Restavek organization
in Haiti. Every dollar counts, so on behalf of Redeemer’s
Global Justice Workplace Club, I would like to thank all the
students who came out, played a round of pictionary, and
enjoyed a baked good or two while humming along to Hannah Brinkman’s creative cover of “Put Your Records On.”
Fourth-year student William Beaupre sums up the evening,
affirming that the night was full of “good games, good food,
and good friends — and all for a good cause.”

From Classroom 210 to Beautiful Uganda
Following the Call of Christ to Africa

Carly Royall
AlumnA
I was sitting in one of Dr. Herfst’s classes during my final year of
Redeemer. I was dealing with many hardships including throwing my dream of Africa in the trash and struggling with mental
illness. Dr. Herfst asked us, ‘What is your best future?.’ I thought
that was a daring question because I pictured God withholding
my best future. However, I said to myself, ‘I want to go to Africa.’
When my heart pursued this dream the right way, God intervened into my life in awe-inspiring ways. Now, I have experienced God’s rich faithfulness.

Oli otya, Redeemer?!?
For a month, I served in the beautiful African country called
Uganda. I ate too many chapatis (I love bread) and I loved riding
in the chaotic traffic. Come over to the other side of the world
where the taxis fit fourteen people with no seatbelts!!
I volunteered for a ministry called, The Discovery Centre. They
desire for youth to find their potential through programs that
include sports, music, evangelism, etc. Each program shares the
love of The Saviour: Jesus. Personally, I helped the village children and teenagers by preparing messages and leading games.
I have an opportunity to work there full-time; however, I need
to have a dedicated time of prayer in order to make a decision.
How did God guide me here? God started guiding me to this
place three years ago. There were times of sorrow and hope. One
significant moment happened at Redeemer in classroom 210
and I hope it inspires you.

To make this dream become a reality, it started with prayer. Before sending an email to The Discovery Centre, I asked my friend
Erika Dors to pray with me. I prayed that God would make a
way if He willed then I clicked ‘send.’ To pay for my trip, God
provided me a job and people financially supported me. I also
wanted a travel buddy and God provided in a big way. It happened in classroom 210, again! Emma Roorda was sharing to
the class that she used to be a missionary. I said to myself, ‘that
would be funny if she used to live in Uganda.’ Immediately after
my thought, Emma said she used to live in Uganda. I told her
my plan to go there and it turned out, she was going to Uganda
around the same time. My stomach wobbled! I asked her where
she was staying in Uganda. I already knew the answer: “Jinja.”
Overall, let us remember that even when we feel useless, God is
not finished with us. I was dealing with many hardships, but He
still had work to be done through me and He still has work to be
done through you. Yes, He can even give us our best future if it
aligns with His will.
All my love,
Carly (Amani)
“LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name,
for in perfect faithfulness you have done wonderful things,
things planned long ago.” - Isaiah 25:1 NIV
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Can I get a “Swoop Swoop”?
Canadian Flights for Under $100

Katrina Palmer
Are you scared of flying because it is too expensive? Well
you’re in luck my fellow Redeemerite! Swoop Airlines is
now offering extremely cheap flights in Canada. This new
airline is an ultra-low cost carrier that will be offering
flights from Hamilton to Abbotsford, BC; Edmonton, AB;
Winnipeg MB; and Halifax, NS.
Worried about safety? Don’t be! WestJet, one of North
America’s safest and most accommodating airlines, is the
parent company to Swoop as this exciting white and pink
airline is branching off of the major airline. There has been
such a major demand for flying to certain areas in Canada
that WestJet wanted to meet, so they created Swoop for
these consecutively full flights.
Although students often do not have the money to travel —
especially in the summer when you need to work in order
to pay for the upcoming semesters — this airline offers such
low rates that you could travel monthly without breaking
your bank. Ready to start travelling? Where would you go if

you had the chance to travel across Canada? Imagine going
to the Pacific and then flying to the Atlantic all for about
$100.
This upcoming summer Swoop is making its exciting debut. One-way flights are promised to be either $39, $69,
or $99 depending on where you would like to travel. These
flights are to start mid-June and will last until the beginning of December 2018; bookings for the airline are starting now in advance. This would allow out-of-province students to fly back to Redeemer for their next fall semester at
a very low cost.
“I’d have a 80-90% saving…that would definitely open
things up in reading break…this will definitely tempt me to
travel more,” said Eli Tolkamp, a fourth-year student from
Langley, BC.
Booking your seat can cost as little as $5 and as high as $25
depending on the distance of the flight and if you can sacrifice a bit of leg room for a few short hours. Would students
be willing to sacrifice comfort for a cheaper flight?

“Yeah, I can suck it up for four hours,” said Michael Friesen, a fourth-year student from Calgary, AB.
Bookings for the airline are starting now in advance. These
flights are perfect for the upcoming wedding season too.
Cheap flights like these also gives many students the opportunity to travel in Canada for extremely low prices.
Allison Bos, a first-year student, commented, “I would totally travel on weekends —[it’s] so cheap for flying! And my
friends and I could all go to Halifax and see the ocean.”
Selena Reitsma, another first-year student, said, “I would
totally use [Swoop] — I would be able to see my cousin in
Alberta, and I would get some travelling in!”
Things get even better for notorious over-packers – checked
bags are cheaper than carry-on bags. This is due to the airline’s goal to have a maximum amount of seats available on
flights. If everyone had a carry-on, fewer passengers would
fit; thus checked bags are actually cheaper since they can go
in the lower part of the plane. Ready to travel yet?

Recognizing Religions: Islam

Becoming Informed Christians by Learning about Other Faiths
EMMA roorda
Reporter
My mother, Beverly Roorda, recently ended a substantial
employment period working with a program which teaches
English to new Canadian refugees and immigrants. One of
the women involved in the program, who later became a
co-worker of my mother, agreed to help me understand her
Muslim faith at greater depth.
These are the faith stories and religious practices of a Syrian refugee, Fatuma (not her real name).
Fatuma was born in Syria, a country where religion is
steadfast to Islamic tradition. In fact, about 90% of the
country label themselves as Muslim. Of this Islamic majority, 74% are Sunni Muslims and 13% are Shia. Because of
the ongoing extreme violence, constant warfare, and complicated political corruption in the country, Fatuma has
now gained refugee status in Canada. She currently resides
in Kitchener, Ontario.
Fatuma’s faith fundamentally comes from her understanding of the Islamic god, Allah. The basis of her religious
practice is a submission to “one unique and incomparable
god…angels also exist and are honorable creatures, and
God sent prophets to guide mankind.” Fatuma’s affirmation of belief reveals two things, first that Islam is strictly
a monotheistic religion. By stating that Allah is “unique”
and “incomparable,” she holds to faith in a god that she
believes is more powerful than any other being.

Likewise, by pointing out that angels and messengers such
as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed
are simply honorable beings, she denotes that Allah is empowered with much more significance than all other messengers of Allah.
In addition to her fundamental understanding that Allah is
the one and only god, Fatuma also believes Allah was the
sole source who revealed the spiritual books to mankind.
The holy texts such as the Quran are Allah’s guidelines for
humanity. Most of these divine rules are centred on respect
for family and relationships, as well as strict instructions
regarding the prohibition of bad habits such as intoxication.
Fatuma’s faith originally stemmed from the traditions of
her Muslim parents and the influence of an Islamic society. She recalls her parents and schoolteachers constantly
enlightening her about the importance and rules of the religion, in hopes that she will one day gain eternal salvation
from Allah.
Now that Fatuma lives in Canada, she has a job working
with other refugees and their children. The other employees at her workplace (including my Christian mother)
come from various backgrounds and religions, and she has
appreciated the fact that all of her co-workers accept each
other, regardless of their beliefs. They treat each other as
“friends towards a common goal.”
Fatuma particularly likes the fact that her faith is separate
from her job, thus rituals such as her daily prayers are

saved for break times and at home. However, this does not
mean that her Muslim calling to help and care for others is
left at home. She firmly holds to the heavenly call “to provide for others, rather than relying on charity.” It therefore
makes sense why Fatuma was drawn to work at a place that
helps other new Canadian immigrants and their families.
Muslims are “obligated to work hard…help other people…
and perform their tasks perfectly.”
Fatuma’s favourite verse from the Quran is recognized by
the Harvard School of Justice as one of the greatest expressions of human justice: “Oh ye who believe! Stand firmly for
justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or
your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich
or poor: for Allah can best protect both” (The Quran, Surah
An-Nisa 4:135).
This short passage is a conglomeration of what Fatuma’s
faith entails. Islam is, first and foremost, a religion of
learning to abide by the will of Allah. “Even though Allah
may teach to respect your family, if family members fail
religion, a true Muslim must always follow Allah. Allah is
the only one who can protect, so you must follow him.” In
other words, Fatuma not only follows Islamic tradition because she believes that it is true; she chooses to trust Allah because she knows no other way, and would never risk
finding out.
Fatuma submits to Allah because she has been told time
and time again that he is the only being who can grant eternal salvation.
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Justin Trudeau: Saviour or Samaritan?
Jenn Kearley
As you’re hearing the word “multicultural” more frequently
in media, print, and conversation socially, I’d like to address a problem regarding multiculturalism in Canada.
It’s no secret that our Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, has
been responsible for a major immigration boom here in
Canada, especially from Syria. According to the Liberals’
webpage, the government is investing $350 million this
year alone towards refugee support.
While I think this is wonderful, I don’t think the situation
is being dealt with in a way that necessarily sets up newcomers for confidence and amalgamation into Canadian
society. As my colleague Ruthann Brock pointed out to me,
if you were to ask any refugee to label Justin Trudeau they
would pick the word “samaritan.” In fact, newcomers are
quite worried about their future if Justin isn’t re-elected
next year. These men and women come from war-ravaged
countries, and Trudeau came to save the day by allowing
them to come to a country of peace.
I, however, am going to play devil’s advocate. Is Justin really this “good samaritan” figure, extending a helping hand
to those in need in the name of humanity — our equals —
simply because it’s the right thing to do? Or is he just creating this “saviour” figure for himself as a political ploy for
“likes” by the larger world who views and ranks political
activity? Is this stance of welcome simply feeding into the
already problematic inferiority and superiority complex of
the western world — that we’re so much better than everyone else, and therefore it’s our job to rescue those in the
world who are “broken” and “helpless”?
Canada’s Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) supports refugees for only one year after they come to Canada.
This support includes temporary housing, assistance in
finding permanent housing (of which there is little that is
affordable), help with personal finances, and clarification/
education in regards to education and health systems as
well as Canadian laws and customs. This is not an exhaustive list, and I’ll agree that this program is helping teaching

newcomers essential concepts. But the fact that this “assistance” is mainly monetary and only continues for one year
is problematic.
One year isn’t long enough for anyone to become independent as citizens or as a family who can support themselves.
I am not a refugee, but I’ve been married for almost a year
now — with an accountant for a mother who’s been “training” me since I was 14 — and I haven’t even begun to grasp
what “adulting” is and all the things that it encompasses. I
don’t have to worry about children either. I am also native
to this country and its main language, an advantage these
families don’t have.
I find myself asking, what would a typical month look like
to these families new to Canada? According to the Ontario
Works chart for this year, a family of three is given a housing allowance of $686 per month. My husband and I are living in a two-bedroom apartment here at Redeemer (which
is the cheapest you’re going to find anywhere) for $820 a
month. How are these families supposed to find housing,
especially in the large cities in which they are placed?
There are monthly allowances that families receive from
the government depending on how many children they
have and the ages of their children. Just as an example, my
husband and I budget about $400 per month for groceries
and living expenses. If you’re a family of four (two parents,
two children), we will estimate $800 per month. If your
two children are under the age of six, you would receive
$1,066 leaving you with about $200 of wiggle room. If your
children were over the age of six, you would receive $900
for the month leaving you with $100 extra, which is incredibly stressful when unexpected expenses come up.
I agree that this “good samaritan” program is necessary
and is giving these families valuable support. However, I
don’t think this fleeting support in the span of a single year
is actually helping them in the long run or providing them
with what they REALLY need.
What do newcomers need? They need community, not
handouts. They need to be empowered to help themselves.

They need to feel confident that they can provide for their
families and succeed and thrive in this country, rather than
just having the option of existing here and remaining on
refugee status or being on the streets when the monetary
support ends.
Our government needs to stop focusing on their elective
appeal and shift to what’s essential to making this country
the best it can be — truly making a difference in the lives of
its citizens, whether they were born here or not, because we
are all brothers and sisters in Christ.
Therefore, no matter what we are suffering from, whether
it is our fault or not, God’s promises can help us endure
through the pain. This has been so encouraging to me
since my father passed away. After my father’s death, I felt
a large degree of hopelessness because I had never heard
him confess a belief in Jesus. But God’s promise that He
knows my pain and that through this pain He is shaping
me reminds me that no matter what suffering I face, I can
rest in the hope we have in Christ. I must cling to His Word,
never letting it become an afterthought when stress threatens to consume my life.
What will you choose — continuing to stress or living in
perseverance through the strength of God’s promise?

Satisfying the Hunger for Community

Rebekah Oosterhof
Some of my favourite memories about growing up happened around the dinner table. Many of us can relate to the
memory of coming around the table, praying, and digging
into food that the family had been smelling for hours. My
favourite part wasn’t the food but actually the conversation.
As annoying as it seemed at the time, my parents would
always ask me and my siblings how our days were. Sometimes it was a quick answer or short stories that were
shared in between shovelling mashed potatoes into our
mouths. However, now that I look back, it really was precious that we would listen with love to the joys and sorrows
of everyone’s days. We knew how we all were doing, and
after our meal we would leave not only with full bellies, but
with full souls and encouraged hearts.
This kind of comforting and stabilizing community is what
I crave as I am away from home and fending for myself.
Not only do I miss my mom and dad’s home-cooked meals,
but I miss having the space and the time set aside to gather
with others who truly listen with love. Now I don’t want
to have this be a big sob story and make all you who are
reading it homesick. My point is that if this is something I
cherish so greatly, I want to share it with others.

As a student in the education program here at Redeemer,
I can say that it is clear to me that this kind of space is one
I want to create in my classroom. In our broken world we
rarely invite people into a safe place to belong. This is not
only a real problem within a classroom, but within society
as well. Students, and all humans for that matter, need a
place where they can come together and have a safe environment. The variety of cultures and worldviews around us
should be shared and listened to with love.
What better place to do this than in the classroom, teaching
the next generation to learn from and listen to each other?
Accepting each other in a place that is safe, where everyone
can be filled and nourished, provides a sacred time.
Creating a sacred time in community might seem natural
from a Christian worldview, but even though it is a simple
concept, it is often neglected in practice. After reading Life
Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community
(1939) when I was working with Redeemer’s Student Life
department, I was struck by these words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “The person who loves their dream of community
will destroy community, but the person who loves those
around them will create community.”
While reading this book, my small group came up with our
little slogan, “Listen with love.” I am currently in the educa-

tion program with two individuals who were in that small
group, and I think they would agree that this was not only
a great way for us to create community as a small group,
but also a way to put into practice the idea that Bonhoeffer
expresses in this quote.
Another idea for creating an intentional space within our
environments to cultivate belonging comes from another
book I had the privilege of reading during my undergrad
at Redeemer. In Richard J. Mouw’s book Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil World (2011), Mouw
explains how Christian hearts need to be open to the people
around them, and that “every human being is a center of
value. The value may not always be obvious to us. This is
why we have to go out of our way to reflect upon the value
of specific human beings. We Christians can do this by reminding ourselves that the person in question is created
by God…every human being is a work of divine art….Even
when we have rebelled against God and distorted his handiwork in our lives, he continues to love us.”
Creating this kind of space even in a community as focused
as Redeemer requires effort. I encourage you to listen with
love to those around you who come from different worldviews and cultures. By doing so, you too can be filled and
can share your uniqueness and cherish the uniqueness of
those around you every day.
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From the Periphery to the Center
marginalized in our world who often come due to disease,
violence, war, and persecution remain on the outside.
Why is this the case? What keeps the marginalized marginalized? What role do we play in inviting people from the
periphery into the center of community, to truly be a part
rather than apart?
These questions, though seemingly unanswerable, find
even part of their solution in a deeper question that we, I
believe, are beginning to ask ourselves: What are we inviting people into? When we say “Welcome! Join our community,” do we even know what that means? I think, in part,
we have embraced a skewed understanding of community.
As such, we cannot begin to know how to invite others into
the center.

Ruthann Brock
When asked whether or not she had met any of her neighbours since moving to her new home, Hospitable Woman
responded saying, “No. They go inside. They do not stay
outside and talk. They go and close the door.”
Neighbourly Woman, when similarly asked about her interactions with neighbours, said that her neighbour had
initially offered for her to come over for tea, but every time
she knocked on the door she was met with silence.
These women are newcomers to Canada. As shocking as
this is to hear, the above scenarios have become rather
typical responses. We sing the anthem of being a people
that openly welcomes the sojourner to our country, our
cities, our neighbourhoods, our schools, our churches. We
say “Welcome! Join our community. Be a part of us!” —
but then fail to follow through. We have managed to keep
our newest members at a distance, at the periphery. The

At one time, we knew our neighbours, we were engaged
with each other, we were in the rhythm of each other’s
lives. We actually needed one another. Yet now, due to
many factors including an ever-growing individualistic,
me-focused mentality, as well as an unhealthy dependence
on the “system” to satisfy the needs of those around us, we
have turned inward.
How do we make a much needed shift back to the heart of
community? How do we redefine or, at the least, reimagine
community? How do we enter back into the life we were
called to live as followers of the Way, as Kingdom people
who invite in the stranger, who beckon the sojourner to
come and be amongst us?
From a short piece in the The Henri Nouwen Society, published January 23, 2018, Nouwen writes:
The word community has many connotations, some positive, some negative. Community can make us think of a
safe togetherness, shared meals, common goals, and joyful celebrations. It also can call forth images of sectarian
exclusivity, in-group language, self-satisfied isolation,
and romantic naiveté. However, community is first of all

a quality of the heart. It grows from the spiritual knowledge that we are alive not for ourselves but for one another. Community is the fruit of our capacity to make the
interests of others more important than our own.
If community became about our capacity to make the interests of others more important than our own, perhaps our
gaze would consistently be upwards while our hands would
simulta-neously reach outwards. Perhaps we would no
longer settle for giving passive lip service to our openness
without any active participation from our hearts. Further,
our response to newcomers around us would be fuelled by
love, by selflessness, by Christ-like compassion. Then perhaps we would have room for one another, and we would
also recognize our need for sojourners to walk amongst us,
to teach us, challenge us, and for all of us to grow together.
What then does living with a capacity for others look like? It
starts with turning off our technology. Instead of numbing
and distracting our minds and isolating ourselves, we can
be present with those around us. We can begin investing
genuinely, looking not only to our own interests, but also
to the interests of others. It is from this place that we then
can seek out opportunities to show hospitality, to know our
neighbours, to sit with a stranger, to engage with newcomers. We do it together, hand in hand, but always ready to
break open our hands so we can accept the extended hand
of those placed in our path. When our hands are open, we
both give and receive simultaneously. We no longer see
ourselves as the center; rather, we make others the center,
never settling for anyone remaining on the periphery.
“Will you please come to my home?” Hospitable Woman
asked lovingly.
“It would be my honour and pleasure,” responded Open
Girl with a heart wide open, receiving the hand extended
before her. In one breath, both women moved into the
center together. My hope and prayer is that Neighbourly
Woman’s story will be similar.

Education Combats Systematic Poverty
The Lighthouse School as an Example of Breakthrough

rebecca penfold
Does education really make a difference when addressing
issues of systemic poverty?
There is the old saying that says you don’t just give a hungry man a fish, you teach him how to fish so that he can
sustain himself and his family. In a number of ways, the
same can be said of education.
In Canadian schools, breakfast and snack programs have
been established to ensure that students’ needs are being
met. A hungry student doesn’t have the brain-power to
learn. The same principle applies to schools in developing
countries. In fact, in some countries students do not go to
school because they are working — contributing to providing basic needs for their families, including food.
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs supports the priority for
meeting basic needs, indicating that all human actions
are directed toward goal achievement in the same order.
The two bottom levels of the pyramid are 1) physiological
needs — for example food, water, shelter, and other factors that sustain human life; and 2) safety — for example,
a safe environment, employment security, etc. Maslow’s
theory states that people are motivated to meet those most
basic needs before the other levels of the hierarchy can be
achieved, including education.
So is it actually possible to address systemic poverty
through education? I’d like to address this question by
looking at a school in one impoverished community that
has transformed their community through a holistic approach that addresses basic needs of clean water, food,
spiritual care, and education.
In August of 2015 I traveled to the Dominican Republic as
part of a church mission trip to the Lighthouse School in

Los Alcarrizos. Los Alcarrizos is a community that has undergone difficult experiences and has faced numerous obstacles preventing the well-being of its community members. Twenty-five years ago, a local factory closed, leaving
hundreds of workers without the means to provide for their
families. Los Alcarrizos lacks the government infrastructure that is needed to support its growing population of
250,000 people. There is limited access to clean water, and
the unemployment rate is a staggering forty per cent.
Twenty-five years ago, one man, Cristian Santiago, saw
the desperate need for employable skills in the community
and founded the Lighthouse School. This was originally a
vocational school providing job skills to young adults in
the community. Over time, Santiago, now the Lighthouse

When students have their basic needs
met and are able to optimize their learning, we see very real transformation
occur on a large scale.
School Director, has identified more needs in the community and has worked to create a sustainable program that
addresses a number of basic needs in the community. This
program works through the community’s water purification system as well as through elementary, high school,
and vocational school programs.
These programs have literally transformed the community
of Los Alcarrizos. The water purification system provides
clean water at cost to local pastors. Pastors, who would
otherwise have to work outside the community and do
pastoral work on their free time, sell the water for a slight
profit (keeping the water prices below the local competi-

tors which only bring water to the community once a week)
to supplement their income.
The vocational school and gym facility give young people
a purpose and employable skills, keeping them off the
streets and reducing the crime rates in the community. The
school itself provides quality education at a small tuition
cost, which gives incentive and value to the education. In
addition to education, the school meets the needs of students through a feeding program which provides up to 80
students with a hot breakfast every day to ensure they can
maximize their learning.
In March 2016, after years of planning and dreaming, the
Lighthouse School broke ground in a new community that
has similar needs to that of Los Alcarrizos. They are currently building a water purification system, with a long
term goal of replicating the school system that has been
established in Los Alcarrizos.
What I have not yet mentioned is that for twenty-five years,
mission teams from the USA and from Canada have been
contributing to the Lighthouse School, both financially and
through the hard work of building the schools and homes
in the community through mission trips like the one I was
on. These groups do not come into the community expecting to change it; rather, they come expecting to participate
in the work of God that has already been started by one
local man with a vision for empowering his community to
“fish” for themselves.
So does education really make a difference? Well, it does in
this case. But it is not education on its own, rather the holistic goal to meet the very basic needs of the community,
that has brought about transformation.
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Athlete Spotlight

Get to know your Royals!
kristen borgdorff
reporter

Every month, since 2011, the Redeemer Athletics Department chooses one male and one female athlete that have shown
exceptional skill, sportsmanlike attitude, and have all around earned a place in the spotlight. We had the opportunity to
sit down with this month’s athletes a few questions to allow you to get to know our Redeemer Royals in a different light.

What does it mean to you to be a Redeemer Royal?

What is your favourite colour?

It means a lot to be a part of this tiny but mighty Redeemer
family!

My favourite colours are baby blue, pink, and burgundy!

How did you start playing?
I started playing basketball as a kid with my dad and watching my older brother and his friends play. After that my
mentors got me onto a team, and I loved it.
What’s your major?

Where is your favourite place to eat?
Since I’ve been in Ontario, Garth Pizza and Wings has had
my heart.
If you had a super power, what would you want it
to be?
I’d want to read people’s minds!

Physical Education.
Shania Graham
What does it mean to you to be a Redeemer Royal?
Being part of a community and academically adept university while being part of a team that has been largely competitive in recent history.
How did you start playing?
I started playing in elementary school. Many family members played volleyball, and my family would watch many
games. I picked up a love for the game through proximity.
My older brother played too which probably helped.
What’s your major?

What hobby would you get into if money were not
an issue?
Reading, philanthropy.
Cats or dogs?
Dogs suck.
If you could only eat one food every day for the rest
of your life, what would it be?
Probably would choose to never eat food if that was an option.

History, Philosophy, and Religion.
Eli Tolkamp

10-k-StrongO-Metre!

This year, The Crown will be tracking Redeemer’s goal of seeing 10,000
fans come to our home games. This
unique graphic tracks our fans per
month.
Each month, more dots (fans) will be
added to the stadium, representing
the goal we’ve reached.
Go Royals Go!

Shania Graham and a UTM player.

The men’s volleyball team playing Sheridan College.

Images by Colin Andrew Visuals
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STUDY BREAK!

